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Although branding dates from the time of the 
Pharaohs, the identification of animals has now 
assumed increased importance, and it is pro- 
posed therefore to review the methods practised 
in Many countries. 

The marking of animals by various means 
ix used to denote property rights, origin, quality 
or herd registration, and for military or fiscal 
purposes. The necessity of identification arises 
in cases of alleged substitution of racing or 
breeding animals, for insurance purposes, on 
certificates of soundness, and also for tuberculin 
tested animals. A further and recent applica- 
tion is the marking of animals for sanitary 
police purposes. 

The identification is carried out by various 
temporary, semi-permanent, or permanent 
marks on different regions of the body or 
extremities, or else on the harness, and may be 
supplemented by a written description, by fill- 
ing in details on an ontline chart, photographs, 
and finally naso- or naso-labial impressions are 
utilised. Some animals are so marked by 
nature (Friesian and Hereford Cattle and Shet- 
land ponies) that no supplementary marks are 
needed. 

According to the systems of stock-raising in 
various countries different methods are used. In 
Great Britain there is not generally the neces- 
sity for identification of ownership and we find 
tattoo or other marks only in pedigree herds, in 
those recording milk production or engaged in 
producing designated milks, on imported 
animals or in a few special cases such as county 
marks on sheep and on army horses and those 
owned by large transport concerns. However, 
on overseas stations or ranches fire-branding is 
carried out on large stock, while ear-marks are 
used on sheep. Sheep can also be fire-branded 
on the face, but this method is not to be re- 
commended. For stud flocks tattooing or else 
tagging the ear is necessary for exact working. 

Apart from written descriptions and photo- 
graphs the marks are permanent (colour—horns 
—hooves—hair streams—nasal designs—scars ) 
or can be made permanent by branding or 
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tattooing, while temporary or semi-permanent 
marks are legion. Their arbitary classification, 
should not be insisted on, and they are here 
discussed under these headings only for the sake 
of convenience. It must be remembered that an 

iv, either tattooed or punched, can be lost or 
else mutilated, and a numbered horn can be 
broken off. Tattoo marks can be copied or 
altered so that a description covering all points 
is necessary to identify a given animal. 

TE) include the or- 
dinary auctioneer’s label attached with paste, 
numbers or letters or designs marked with a 
paint stick, raddle, or painted with a brush or 
with the aid of a stencil, or else cut out with 
SciSSOrs, In the Punjab there is a system of 
cutting the tail hair in certain fashions". 
Raddle may be powdered and placed in small 
sacks on the ends of sticks. With different 
colours this method is convenient in dealing 
With stud-flocks when parting as it is easily 
daubed on the head or back, and it prevents the 
record books from getting soiled. A yellow (or 
other colour) enamel paint can be used in pre- 
liminary tuberculin testing, and those animals 
that pass can later be identitied by a more per- 
manent method. Ordinary paint or tar should 
never be used for marking the sheep's fleece on 
account of the difficulty in removing it during 
the seouring process. «The following marking 
composition was submitted in 1928 to” the 
{mpire Farmers’ Conference in London by the 
Wool Industries Research Association. It is 
made as follows :—- 


reo 
. 


Wool fat “ne a ...* 30 parts 
Carnauba wax ... 
Kieselguhr 18 ,, 


Add “*“Emeco”™ fluid to obtain desired con- 
sistency, Failing the “ Emceo” fluid, turpentine 
could be used. 

SEMI-PERMANENT Marks.—-Under this heading 
the numbering of cattle on the horns or hooves 
and horses on the hooves, either by the hot iron, 
or by filing Roman numerals on the horns, is 
mentioned, but such could almost be classed as 
permanent marks, although some may have to 


be renewed from time to time, Metal eur tags 
of various shapes and colours, and generally 
numbered, are used and tags or medals are 
also used on dog collars. The latter are em- 
ployed for fiscal purposes, and special tags 
may also be used for dogs that have been vac- 
cinated against rabies. Horses may have a 
number stamped on a metal plate which is 
secured by the halter buckle. Birds are identi- 
fied by numbered metal leg bands (or coloured 
composition rings) while aquatic birds may 
have holes punched through the webs of the 
feet. Swans were once fire-branded on the 
upper beak. All these marks can either be 
altered, removed or fraudulently substituted 
with little or no difficulty. 

PERMANENT Marks.—These comprise  pecu- 
liarities of colour, conformation, cicatrices, or 
absence of parts, mutilations of dewlap, tattoo- 
ing, colour of iris and arrangement of nasal 
folds. The disposition of the blood-vessels of 
the retina could be cited as an extreme 
example. 

Branding with a hot iron is by far the oldest 
method. The iron should be so constructed as 
to retain the heat for an appreciable length of 
time and the lines should be of proper width 
and far enough apart to avoid the burning of 
adjacent parts. Thus an H or O or T is simple 
but a W or A or the figure 8 may become 
blurred. Examples of brands and ear-marks 
are shown, and some lend themselves to 
criticism (Fig. 1). A branding iron with a 
copper head is to be preferred to one with the 
ordinary iron head. The brand should be 
small; a large brand is only excusable when 
animals are so wild that one cannot approach 
closely to identify the brand. Animals were at 
one time branded on many parts of the body, 
but now the forehead, cheek, neck, shoulder or 
hip are selected, and if on the last two, the 
brand is set well down to avoid damaging the 
hide. With ordinary weod or “chip” fires the iron 
is made as hot as possible and applied quickly 
with a firm hand, the animal being suitably 
restrained. Better results are obtained when 
the metal is at white heat; the brand is more 
sharply outlined and the period of contact is 
shortened. Sloughing of the skin may occur 
and the narrow angles may be blurred, but the 
latter is due to faulty construction of the iron. 
In hairy animals the scar tissue is not so much 
to be depended on as the absence of hair. The 
degree of pressure and the duration of contact 
can only be learned with experience, but it is 
estimated that with the iron at red heat a 
pressure of 40 to 50 pounds for ten seconds 
might be used. The wound heals more quickly 
if the brand has been applied at white heat, 
but sometimes it takes two to three months for 
healing to take place. 

Age is of no importance, but the size in- 
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creases aS young ahimals grow. There is no 
marked increase in that of a cheek or neck 
brand, but that of the shoulder and hip brands 
increases greatly, even to the extent of 100 to 
150 per cent. Rib brands grow and spread 
and often become distorted. Tanning will not 
remove the scar and the leather covered by it 
is useless, 

Branding fluids and pastes have many 
merits, but most workers on a large scale 
prefer the iron; there is the tendency for the 
fluid to run or the animal might rub against 
some object and thus spoil the work. They 
may be composed of barium sulphide, coal tar 
and caustic and are applied with a brush or an 
iron of special shape with a concave face, 

Hair-branding is used on valuable horses to 
avoid an unsightly blemish. They are usually 
placed on the cheek or neck, the iron being 
applied only for a short length of time. This 
causes a roughening of the hair sufficient to 
give an outline of the brand. In this case only 
a few of the hair bulbs are injured or 
destroyed and the appearance is not so un- 
sightly as with the heavier brands‘. In exam- 
ining horses it is well to look under the mane 
for marks or brands. In certain countries the 
cautery is applied by the natives, often in 
regions of the body remote from the seat of 
supposed lesions or ailments and these scais, 
along with wound sears and marks of line or 
point firing, are useful as distinguishing marks. 

Sheep and cattle are also marked by punch- 
ing (or otherwise removing) portions from the 
ear. The registered farm or station mark is 
put in one ear and the age mark in the op- 
posite ear, the males having the farm mark in 
the right ear, for instance, and the females in 
the left. Thus when a mob of sheep is being 
put through a race, the animals of different 
ages can be sorted out and strangers dealt 
with. Registration of these marks is compul- 
sory in many countries, and in view of the 
possibility of repetitions similar marks are 
granted only for flocks very remote from one 
another. In Argentina sheep skins must be 
sold with the ears adherent. The ear marks 
shown in Figure 1 are to illustrate the different 
types of marks. In practice only one ear 
would carry one of these marks, the age being 
indicated in the other ear by various combina- 
tions of notches corresponding to the year in 
which the sheep was born (814), 

Concerning ear-marks of sheep, it can be 
stated that although the registered patterns 
look dissimilar on paper, at times there seems 
to be little difference to be noticed on the ears 
when sheep are running through a race, and 
some designs tend to increase the confusion. 

The tattooing of distinctive marks is carried 
out by ear punches or by the electric needle 
when it is done on other regions. Tattooing 
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may be carried out on different regions, pro- 
viding they are not pigmented. Sheep, cattle, 


and pigs (rabbits in laboratories) are marked | 


in the ear, and Karacul (or Persian) sheep sre 
sometimes marked or numbered on the under 
surface of the tail. A tattooing fluid for marking 
satisfactorily the ears of black animals has yet 
to be evolved. British Army horses were once 
distinguished by the number being tattooed on 
the mucous membrane of the gum above the 
superior incisors, besides the broad arrow on 
the hip. With punches one should set the 
letters or numbers, preferably constructed to 
show broken lines and not points, and then test 
them on a piece of thick paper before punching 
the ear. The ear should be cleaned with petrol 
or ether, and after punching more ink should 
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be well rubbed in with the fingers so as to 
ensure a legible mark. ‘Tattooing should be 
avoided during the fly season in hot countries. 
Nanda! in India tried Reeve’s fixed India ink, 
solid Chinese ink mixed with water, and a 
special tattoo oil (Burch’s) and found the 
last to be most effective. 

An ingenious system of fire brands has been 
suggested in Argentina where it was proposed 
to divide the country into 100 districts and 
each district into ten sub-districts. Thus the 
first two figures would denote the district (pre- 
suming the figure 0 were used before 1 to 9) 
the third the sub-division and the remaining 
figures would be for the use of the owner or 
breeder. The principle is shown in the dia- 
gram (Figure 2) overleaf where the numbers are 
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formed on a_ perpendicular line with three 
points of contact, the middle and two extreme- 
ties, and the actual brands to left or right are 
curved, and not straight as shown. This is to 
avoid a 2 slipping down and being mistaken for 
a 3, also to avoid blurring. The nought is 
expressed by a perpendicular short stroke to 
one side of the centre. In Figure 3 this is 
elaborated while in Figure 4 is shown the 
number 156709, the most spreading and com- 
plicated. In this number the centre bar is 
above the level of the others to prevent the 
number from being read upside down. A dash 
or dot above it would also serve the same pur- 
pose, 


1 


le 


~ 
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3 ~ 38 
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The methods of identification by photo- 
graphs, nasal impressions or retinograms can 
be classed as pertaining to the laboratory and 


4. 
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only used on expensive animals. Photography 
is not so simple as it appears. Both sides of 
the animal should be taken, also views from 
front and rear. A surcingle with regularly 
spaced rivets may be used? and paper circles 
stuck on the points of the shoulder and hip 
or other prominent parts. The animal could 
be photographed against a background such as 
a brick wall, net, or a painted curtain with 
squares of a certain area. A rule or scale 
could be included, also a serial number, and all 
photographs should be taken with animal and 
camera in the same relative position and with 
the same type of lens. In legal cases the de- 
velopment of the negative should be followed in 
all its phases. 

Nasal impressions (nasograms) have been 
used for cattle, sheep, and dogs. The muzzle 
or nose is very rich in glands disposed in con- 
centric zones. Their canals carry their secre- 
tion to the surface and this is a hindrance 
when making impressions. The divisions are 
mucous folds and not the ridge patterns seen 
in human and monkey finger prints. Littwitz’ 
and Krebs’ have described these, while 
Locard” in discussing them states that they 
range in ascending values in the rank of verte- 
brates as irregular points, lines of points, 
parallel lines of points, closed ridge patterns, 
and finally open ridge patterns, but this order 
is not without exceptions. 

There are two methods of obtaining impres- 
sions. The first is by cleaning and drying the 
muzzle and then rocking over it a plain meta! 


“plate which has been previously treated with 


printer’s ink spread out thinly with a roller; 
then immediately press on special finger-print 
paper so as to obtain the pattern. The second 
method is by means of modelling wax, previ- 
ously softened, being pressed firmly on the 
dried muzzle. After a few moments it is re- 
moved and sprinkled with fine carbon powder 
and photographed. The details in the furrows 
(which project in the photograph) are of addi- 
tional assistance and photographic copies can 
be attached to certificates without the necessity 
of obtaining fresh imprints. The flock books 
of the Isle de France sheep have records up to 
1931 of some 2,200 rams taken with wax im- 
pressions that show no coincidence of designs. 
In these sheep the rams and ewes were coit- 
pared with their’ progeny, and in this case, 
where the factors of heredity intervene, there 
was no coincidence, and the chances are still 
more remote when animals have no degree of 
relationship. 

In following up animals it has been found, 
without exception, that the characteristics of 
the muzzle are independent of the growth of 
the animal with age. The proportions change 
as the animal develops, one or the other of the 
furrows appears more accentuated, but the net- 
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work remains invariable. Nasograms of two 
cows are shown in Figure 5 with that of a dog 
between them. 

The British Friesian Cattle Society! has a 
scheme of birth registration cards for its mem- 
bers’ herds when sending entries for the 
Society’s Herd Book. These cards are filled in 
by the owner and then filed in alphabetical 
order of prefix and are used for identification 
and recording births, A model card is shown in 
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Figure 6 but it must be admitted that in this 
breed it is easy to differentiate between animals 
whereas in many other breeds it is difficult. 

The hair streams and vortices on horses are 
used in Japan (19-6) for identification while 
the escutcheon of dairy cattle would be of some 
assistance in identifying cows’. Locard also 
suggests the sketching of superficial veins of 
some conveniently visible region. 

It has been suggested that wax impressions 
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or casts could be taken of chestnuts or frogs 
in the horse and in case of birds the impres- 
sions of the feet could be obtained. 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
issued a report in 1930'8 on colours and mark- 
ings of the horse and Michalk in 1936” gives 
details of a more complete but unwieldy 
method, also for horses, 

It is felt that a standard method for the des- 
cription of cattle is now required. The sug- 
gestion is made that a similar descriptive 
method as that now used for horses could be 
used with a not too elaborate way of describing 
the horns. The ordinary pocket note book 
could have an outline diagram of the cow (both 
sides and head, also the rear) printed in feint 
lines and the details of this could be copied on 
a similar outline on the back of the certificate 
given for tuberculin tested animals. The 
tattoo marks could be written under the ear 
as found, that is S24588 may be punched as 
S24 This method might, at times, save a lot 


588 
of trouble and worry instead of being thought of 


little consequence. This also applies in a 
lesser degree to registers used for 
accredited herds. 

Reibel, 16 17 has used dental wax to 


obtain impressions of incisor teeth, but the 
method does not seem necessary, or even 
satisfactory, as the tables changes with age. He 
also employs a method of inking the ear of 
sheep and then pressing paper against it to 
obtain the outline of the ear-mark. ‘This does 
not show sufficient detail and is liable to 
smudging, as with his method of copying fire- 
brands in large animals. It is suggested that 
a plaster cast of the incisors of horses injured 
or killed in accidents could be used in cases 
where the age of the animal is liable to be con- 
tested. 

The impression in wax of the palatine ridges 
has also been tried out, but all impression 
methods need to be referred to the laboratory 
in cases of doubt. 

For practical purposes in Great Britain it 
would appear that a written description, ac- 
companied by a chart, would be sufficient to 
identify bovine animals. The accuracy of a 
system similar to the Bertillon would not com- 
pensate, with its multiplicity of detail, for the 
time-consuming demands of its application, 

All the preceding methods are carried out 
either for the convenience of the owner or even 
as an advertisement; they are applied volun- 
tarily and cause no depreciation in the value of 
the animal. When, however, it is a matter 
of branding contacts or reactors as a sanitary 
police measure, there is a protest. Buyers are 
wary of animals so marked and prices are low, 
so the farming community asks for less con- 
spicuous marks. In the recent papers by 
Fliickiger and Marezewski® the application of 
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sanitary police marks was considered and some 
of the reasons given for insisting on the mark- 
ing of certain animals were as follows :— 

(1) When animals are particularly sus- 
ceptible to certain disease, due to a 
change of climate or country. 
When necessary to prove that anitiils 
were healthy at a certain date. 

(3) To indicate that animals are more or 

less protected against certain diseases, 

i.e., inoculated. 

When some control is necessary over 

animals that are relatively free in 

their movements. 

When it is necessary to prevent 

animals that are liable to transmit 

disease from transmitting it; that is, 

the marking of permanent germ ex- 

cretors or carriers. Animals in this 

eategory fall into three groups :— 

(a) Those leaving premises for 
slaughter. 

(b) Those submitted to quarantine. 

(c) Those let into commercial chan- 
nels, but which the owners and 
police can trace if and when an 
enquiry starts. 

Different systems or methods of marking 
were mentioned. For instance, in Egypt when 
cattle are tuberculin tested a clover leaf design 
is punched in the lower border of the right 
ear; if the animal reacts a second clover leaf 
is placed beside the first one. -.In Portugal 
milch cows have individual cards, while on their 
left horn the letter of the control office is 
placed and on the other horn is found the 
control number. In Switzerland, animals that 
have recovered from foot-and-mouth disease 
are marked with the month and year of cure, 
while those suffering from a_ streptococcus 
mastitis which is rebellious to treatment have 
a triangle punched from the left ear. Ih 
Morocco animals bitten by rabid dogs are 
marked, while the farmers in Holland per- 
suaded their government to mark cattle react- 
ing to tuberculin by an ear perforation. It has 
been mentioned that in the ease of dourine the 
affected mares could be isolated and worked in 
mines, but one would not like to envisage the 
case of isolating glandered horses or those 
suffering from infectious anaemia. 

In the discussion relating to the papers of 
Fliickiger and Marezewski®: it stated 
that the special sanitary mark should be a 
national or international guarantee, and that 


(2) 


it was indispensable to denote dangerous 
animals, even against the wishes of their 
owners. The resolutions submitted that the 


prophylaxis of certain contagious animal dis- 
eases cannot be efficient unless the carriers are 
submitted to a sanitary control at the same 
time as diseased or contaminated animals, and 
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that this control should be exercised as Jong 
as the carriers constitute a danger of spread. 
It could assume, in certain circumstances, a 
permanent character. No supervision could be 
exercised unless the animals submitted to the 
control were properly marked for the duration 
of the supervision, and marking should be 
compulsory in certain cases. 

The time may arrive when all animals will 
be required by law to have one ear without 
inarks in order that sanitary marks could be 
inserted without chance of confusion. 

The methods of marking animals for the 
purposes of identification have been discussed—- 
methods pertaining to the field and laboratory 
-—and the latter appear to be justified in cer- 
tain cases. While marking is carried out 
freely for commercial reasons, as soon as the 
proposition of marking reactors for the pur- 
pose of sanitary police control is put forward 
there is immediate opposition. This marking 
of reactors serves to warn others that these 
animals might be carriers of infection, and the 
security of traflic in sound animals demands 
that the others are denounced in an obvious 
manner. 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Haematoma in the Pregnant Womb of a Cow, 
Causing Dystokia 


kK. G. CONISBEE, M.n.c.v.s. 
AXMINSTER 


An unusual body within the womb of a cow 
Was the cause of delayed parturition, and of 
assistance being sought on February 5th of this 
vear. The subject was a twelve-year-old cross- 
bred Jersey at full term. The previous morning 
she had exhibited a long string of foetal 
membrane, but the owner turned her out to 
grass, since she showed no labour pains while 
under his eve and thinking she would “ get on’ 
with the parturition ” if turned out. Examina- 
tion revealed the os to be open, not perhaps to 
its fullest extent, and lodged just within and 
almost occluding the entrance to the womb the 
free end of some unusual body. The portion 
the hand first encountered was rounded, fairly 
smooth, and of a somewhat dense texture. 
Traced forwards, it appeared to have intimate 
contact if not union with the wall and roof 
of the womb: the hand appeared to be separat- 
ing it forcibly from the wall, and on withdrawal 
Was blood-stained, so that further effort in 
that direction was discontinued for the time 
being. The suggestion conveyed by the sense 
of touch was that the body was very like a 
portion of rumen packed with ingesta and 
covered with inflammatory tissue. 

Attention was turned towards the foetus, This 
was found to be on its back and apparently 
squeezed) between the abnormal body and the 
right wall of the uterus, the hind feet being 
the first found—one could hardly call) them 
presented. With considerable difficulty—due to 
the presence of the abnormal body—the foetus 
was delivered alive. During the process the 
owner remarked that she “had been very big 
this time.” After delivery she did not look as 
empty as such an animal normally would after 
calving, and she was watched for a little for 
any sign of further straining, but there was 
none. She was given a stimulant and pessaries 
were inserted. The next day examination 
revealed the object to be still in the same 
position. She had cleansed, had eaten sparingly 
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and there had been a small amount of blood 
clot evacuated. It was thought advisable to 
delay further interference for the time. 

On February Sth there had been more strain- 
ing and more blood clot, and appetite was poor. 
On February 10th it was reported by message 
that apparently something had burst. When I 
attended, | found on the floor of the box masses 
of blood clot of varying colours—some straw 
coloured, some dark and some that of fresh 
blood. The body in the womb had completely 
disappeared as such: quantities of clot were 
removed from the womb, some of it having to 
be peeled off the walls. Up till now appetite 
had been getting very poor, with little desire 
for cake or hay, but some for roots. On the 
17th she was reported as doing well. 

This, in the writer's experience, is an unusual 
cause of dystokia, and apart from the physical 
obstruction to delivery, difficulty lay in diagnos- 
ing the condition. The most likely cause was 
thought to be violent foetal movement, although 
it does not explain the infrequency of the 
occurrence of haematomata within the womb 
of pregnant animals. The outcome of the case 
shows that it was at least not wrong to delay 
drastic interference, whereas removal at the 
time of delivery might have restarted the 
haemorrhage with possibly fatal results. 


A Penetrating Wound of the Abdominal Wall in 
a Gilt, with Descent of Omentum 


EK. G. CONISBEE, 
AXMINSTER 


On the evening of February 19th a message 
was received that an in-farrow gilt was needing 
urgent attention. When seen she had a length 
of about six inches of blood-stained omentum 
hanging from a small, three-cornered wound 
a few inches posterior to the end of the sternum 
and an inch or so from the middle line. With 
some difficulty the finger could be squeezed 
through the external opening of the wound, 
which had a backward and upward direction 
and at its other end an opening into the 
abdominal cavity that could just be reached 
by the tip of the finger. 

The animal was cast by means of a cord 
attached to each of the legs of the same side 
passed under the abdomen and pulled by two 
or three men, After removal of the exposed 
omentum, insertion of a little antiseptic dressing 
into the wound and return of the rest of the 
omentum to the abdominal cavity, two sutures 
were inserted deeply into the abdominal 
muscles, attempting to enclose and occlude the 
wound track within their loops when pulled 
tightly, the first being as near the peritoneal 
opening as possible, and the other something 


less than half way towards the external opet- 
ing which was left as it was. Dressing was 
left to be applied when possible. 

A eall was made in passing the farm on the 
23rd, when the owner said that the sow had 
farrowed eleven pigs on the morning of the 21st, 
ten of which were alive and healthy. He also 
produced a thatching spar, about 18 inches in 
length, blood-stained for about six inches from 
its pointed end, that he had picked up in the 
stack yard, and that had evidently caused the 
wound. To the question as to how she got it 
in, he supplied another, how did she get. rid 
of it? He added that the wound had practically 
healed. The stitches were removed nearly three 
weeks after insertion, when healing of the 
external wound was almost complete. 


BLOOD LOSSES DURING OPERATIONS 

“Few surgeons could make accurate 
quantitative guess of the amount of blood lost 
during any particular operation,” states the 
Lancet in an annotation appearing in the April 
2nd issue. ‘“ White and others* have recently 
tried to estimate blood loss by extracting the 
blood from towels, swabs, sucker-bottle and so 
forth, and determining colorimetrically — the 
amount of haemoglobin present. According to 
this method of measurement during an operation 
for hernia as little as 5 to 10 ¢c.cm. of blood was 
lost, and in extensive abdominal operations the 
quantity was usually 200 to 300 ¢c.cm. During 
a radical excision of the breast which is 
regarded as the operation in general surgery in 
which haemorrhage is usually the most severe, 
the quantity measured was 1,270 c.cm. It is 
generally recognised that operations on the brain 
and spinal cord may be associated with heavy 
loss of blood, and the figures for 37 such opera- 
tions are illuminating. During the simplest 
procedures of exploratory craniotomy and 
biopsy, blood loss varied between 500 c.cm. and 
900 c.cm. This figure commonly to 
1,200 c.cm. if the tumour was removed. In cases 
of vascular meningioma bleeding was much more 
profuse, at times exceeding 2,000 c.cm. 

“These observations emphasise what per- 
haps the greatest difficulty encountered by the 
neuro-surgeon. Not only may the tumour itself 
be of a very vascular type, but the tissues to 
be divided during the preliminary steps ot 
exposure have a liberal blood supply. Horseley’s 
bone wax, silver slips, endothermy, and pieces 
of muscle are all of the utmost value, =. al 
times the flow of blood may be wellnigh 
uncontrollable. Careful haemostasis time- 
consuming and to some extent this slowing up 
of the operation is beneficial, for the patient is 
likely to withstand the loss of a large quantity 
of blood if it is spread over a_ considerable 
period of time. It is well to remember, however, 
that the successful completion of any big cranial 
operation in the face of great technical difficulties 
usually depends upon the transfusion of blood, 
and the advantages in blood loss of a slow pace 
must be cancelled to some extent by the added 
toxic effects of prolonged anaesthesia.” 


*White, J. C., Whitelaw, G. P., Sweet, W. H., and Hurwitt, E. S-., 
Ann. Surg., February, 1938, p. 287. 
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|The Marking of Animals under Veterinary 

Police Regulations. I.—FLuckicer. (1936.) 

Bull. Office Internat. Ep. 14, 223-244; IIL. 

MAkCZEWSKI, M. (1936.) Ibid. 14. 245-252. ] 

I—For the proper control of epizodtic 
diseases in animals, it is essential that some 
method of permanent identification of the 
individuals of the species involved be practised. 
liickiger briefly reviews the various accepted 
methods of marking animals, e.g., ear-marks, 
branding, tattooing, etc. He gives the following 
examples to illustrate the reasons connected 
with the control of epizoétics which call for a 
proper system of marking :— 

(1) In the importation of animals particu- 
larly susceptible to diseases endemic in the 
country of importation. (2) When it is neces- 
sury to show that animals are protected by 
vaccination, or other methods, against certain 
diseases. (3) In order that “ carrier” animals, 
which are known to be potentially capable of 
spreading a particular disease, can be easily 
identified. Whilst it would be desirable to 
slaughter all such animals, there may exist 
certain circumstanees which preclude this 
(tuberculosis and contagious abortion are 
examples in Great Britain). By employing 
some proper system of marking these potential 
sources of danger to healthy animals, epizodtic 
outbreaks of particular disease could be 
easily traced and appropriate preventive 
measures instituted. - 

Appended to this memoir are reports from 27 
countries regarding the conditions and diseases 
under which marking is practised. The regula- 
tions for Great Britain deal particularly with 
marking of animals for export and import. The 
principal diseases which require a system of 
marking in the several countries are: Rinder- 
pest, tuberculosis, dourine, contagious pleuro- 
pheumonia, contagious bovine abortion, swine 
fever, rabies, foot-and-mouth disease, trichinosis, 
infectious anaemia of horses and streptococcus 
Inastitis. 

I1.—The marking of animals falls into two 
categories :— ae 

(1) Voluntary marking applied by breeders 
and traders. 

(2) Compulsory marking practised under 
veterinary police regulations, 

Dealing with the marking of animals for 
trade purposes, the author suggests that a 
descriptive certificate is not sufficient evidence 
of identification. It is, therefore, desirable that 
an animal, bought or sold, should bear some 
distinguishing mark. The choice of such a mark 
could be left to the owner of the animal for 
it need be of a purely temporary nature, Under 
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the heading compulsory or official marking 
the author deals with the identification of 
animals as an aid to the control of epizoétic 
diseases. Marking can be applied to sick or 
in-contact animals as a means of facilitating 
the observation and examination of a group of 
animals within a stated area. Horses shown 
to be infected with occult glanders, infectious 
anaelia, or dourine, should be permanently 
marked in such a way that further traflie in 
such animals is impossible. 


* * % * 


|Blood Examination of Tuberculous Cattle. 
Tun, J. W. (1988.) Tijd. v. Diergeenesk. 65. 
1. 825.] 
The author has found certain blood changes 
in tuberculous cattle which are somewhat 
characteristic and are as follows :— 


| 


| 


Range of | Range of Variation 
Variation in | in 23 
Normal "Tuberculous 
Animals. Bovines. 
Erythrocyte count... 5-7-5 millions 4-6 millions 


Haemoglobincontent 41—58° Sahli 33-50° Sahli 


Leucocyte count 4,600-10,960 2,000-10, 880 
Differential leucocyte | . 
count : | | 
Eosinophiles 6-23"), 1-45, 
Neutrophiles ... 26-43", 16-69°) 
[High percentage 
of atypical forms | 
Monocytes 1-7°% 0-5-29°% 
[Half the cases 
over 


The significant blood changes seen are, 
therefore, a slight tendency to anaemia and 
leucopaenia. Of the white cells there is some- 
times a low content of eosinophiles and 
neutrophiles associated with the presence of 
many atypical forms of neutrophile, and a 
tendency to monocytosis. Whilst none of these 
changes are specifically echaracteristic, they are 
thought to serve as a useful indication of the 
possible existence of tubercle infection. 

Ey: J. P. 


| Control of Tuberculosis in Cattle 7 Therapy and 

Immunity. Scumipr, (1988.)) Munch. 

tierdrstl. IWschr. 89. 5 and 7. 51-55 and 73-78. | 

This article reviews the various methods of 
treating human tuberculosis and discusses the 
possibility of applying some of those methods 
to tuberculosis in cattle. Sunlight treatment, 
Rontgen rays, ultra-violet rays, ete., are dis- 
cussed and whilst these may produce a cirrhotic 
process, exudative cases do not respond to such 
treatment. Gold and other therapeutic agents 
ure discussed also, but the conclusion is reached 
that chemotherapeutic agents are only of value 
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in the treatment of human beings, and that 
experiments on cattle demonstrate little or no 
use for such methods. ‘Treatment of such a 
nature has given no good results in cattle, and 
the disadvantage of applying therapeutic 
methods to cattle is that animals with “ open” 
tuberculosis are infecting all in-contacts whilst 
undergoing treatment. The cost in many cases 
is also against the adoption of treatment. 
Methods of providing immunity are reviewed 
und the various vaccines are discussed together 
with their results. The authors and works 
consulted are very largely of German origin 
and the author does not appear to have heard 
of Nathan Raw’s vaccine, whilst the Spahlinger 
treatment and BCG are discussed. He con- 
cludes that such methods are unsuitable for 
cattle tuberculosis and that mass control for 


eradication purposes is necessary. 
D. J. A. 


[The Aetiology of Bovine Leucosis in East 
Prussia. (Trans. title.) Czymocu, O. (1987.) 
Zschr. Infektkr. Haust. 52, 187-220. | 


Czymoch, as the result of his observations 
on bovine leucosis in East Prussia, has come 
to the following conclusions. 

Bovine leucosis in East Prussia) may be 
defined as a disease related to the nature of the 
soil. It is prevalent on loamy, marshy and 
clay soils. The amount of moisture in the soil 
is undoubtedly of importance, waterlogged land 
appearing to favour the development of the 
disease, 

The cause of bovine leucosis is partly a 
mineral deficiency of the food and partly an 
increase of silicilie acid in the grass crop. This 
hypothesis must be confirmed by the chemical 
analysis of the food, soil and the blood of 
affected animals. 

There is no evidence that the disease is 
infectious; in fact, there is evidence that it is 
hereditary. 

I. L. H. 


[The Isolation of a New Strain of Brucella 
abortus in Sao Paulo. (Trans. title.) MELLo, 
A. (1936.) Rev. Indust. Animal S. Paulo. 3. 
1. 115-123. 2 plates. 1 table.] 

A consideration of the previous work carried 
out in Brazil in the State of Sao Paulo on 
brucellosis, is followed by a= description of 
characters and = properties of strain of 
Brucella isolated from the blood of a cow 
which had recently aborted. These studies led 
the author to identify the organism as Br. 
abortus. This is the second time such an 


organism has been isolated in Sao Paulo. 


[Artificial Infection of the Ground Squirrel 
with Br. abortus. (1938, ) 
Zlb. Bakt. (Orig.) 141. 89.] 


Newly caught squirrels (Spermophilus citellus) 
were bled by cardiac puncture and their serum 
was tested for antibodies to Br. abortus with 
the following results :— 


Number of squirrels Ageglutinin titre 


9 <1:80 
12 1:80 

7 1:160 

2 1 :320 


and in further surveys similar figures were 
obtained, 

After subcutaneous injection of such animals 
with Br. abortus, blood culture yielded this 
organism for the first day or two and there- 
after it could be isolated from the spleen for 
about three weeks. The serum agglutinin titres 
rose rapidly to very high titres. [These findings 
suggest that the squirrel might serve a valuable 
purpose in the rapid diagnosis of Br. abortus. 
Unfortunately no figures are given regarding 
actual size of the smallest dose of Br. abortus 
likely to produce infection. ] 

FP. 


| The Lymph Glands of the Guinea-pig. (Trans. 
title.) WINKELMANN, H. (1937.) Zschr. Infektkr. 

Haust. 52, 232-249. ] 

This article is a thorough anatomical descrip- 
tion of the distribution of the lymph glands of 
the guinea-pig. The text is divided up 
according to the different regions of the body 
with a detailed explanation of the position of 
the lymph glands. Two good illustrations of 
the lymph system of the head and neck, and 
intestines are included. 

The article should be useful to those engaged 
in the detection of M. tuberculosis and 
Br. abortus in milk. 
lL. 


GERMAN TRIBUTE TO IRISH HORSE 


A correspondent to the Irish Press states that. 
in an address delivered before the Veterinary 
Faculty at Breslau, Dr. Rust, who is a member 
of the National Veterinary Council of the Reich, 
in a tribute to Irish bloodstock, gave first place 
to Dark Ronald, foaled in Ireland, by Bay 
Ronalda out of Darkee. Dr. Rust described the 
purchase of this horse, which was imported to 
Germany some years before the War and is still 
alive, as one of the greatest pieces of good for- 
tune that ever befel the German bloodstock 
industry. Te-day the majority of German 
thoroughbreds boast his blood. 

Among the best of Dark Ronald’s progeny is 
the stallion Herold, who was never beaten. He 
won the Berlin Grand Prix and the Baden Grand 
Prix, besides all the big events reserved for 
three-year-olds. Herold’s famous son, Alchemist, 
holds a racing record equal to that of his sire. 
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The First Head of the 
Animal Health Division 


HE announcement referred to in our last 

issue concerning the appointment of Mr. 
I. Vandepeer as Second Secretary in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries will be 
received in the profession with satisfaction at 
the promotion, recognising the merit we have 
learned to appreciate, but vet with regret at the 
early transference to another sphere of one whe 
has gained a true insight into the duties of the 
Animal Health Division and of the veterinary 
profession. 

Mr. Vandepeer, Principal Assistant 
Secretary, has been in administrative charge 
of the Animal Health Division of the Ministry 
for a period of almost nine months and during 
that period he has shown marked ability in 
the difficult task of bringing into operation 
Part IV of the Agriculture Act, which involved 
the transfer of veterinary functions from = the 
local authorities to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries and the creation of a new State 
Veterinary Service. The transfer of these 
functions necessitated much delicate negotiation 
with local authorities and it is a tribute to 
Mr. Vandepeer’s tact and understanding that 
the transfer of functions has been effected with 
such smoothness, 

The <Association has on several occasions 
found itself in disagreement with Mr. Vandepeer, 
when he was acting as a representative of the 
Ministry in connection with the negotiations 
entrusted to the Consultative Committee by the 
Association, Perhaps, partly as a_result of 
these grave disagreements, the Association's 
representatives have been able to assess Mr. 


Vandepeer’s powers as organiser and. 


negotiator the better and they will assuredly 
agree that he has displayed a sympathetic 
insight into the difficulties of the profession at 
a critical time in its history. We gladly record 
our appreciation of the courtesy which he 
consistently displayed in meeting the Associa- 
tion’s representatives. 

We offer to him our congratulations on his 
promotion in the Civil Service and express the 
hope that his transfer to a higher sphere in 
the Ministry will in no way diminish the 
friendly interest in the future welfare of the 
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State) Veterinary Service and = the profession 
venerally. 

In conclusion, we may perhaps be permitted 
to re-state the profession's view that for the 
most efficient functioning of the Animal Health 
Division of the Ministry it is desirable that a 
veterinarian be at its head. It would seem to 
us that the drawbacks to a non-veterinary head 
cannot but be aggravated by the frequent 
change of the man in charge of this particular 
Division. We would, however, extend a warim 
welcome to Mr. Nathan upon his succession to 
the office which Mr. Vandepeer now vacates, 
and we hope that his term will be as successful 
as, Or even more so th: that his essor.- 


The of 
Tuberculin Tested Cattle 


OW that the Centralised Veterinary Service 

has been inaugurated we may confidently 
expect a large increase in the number of cattle 
submitted to the tuberculin. test, It is the 
intention of the Ministry of Agriculture that 
during the next two years all the animals in 
self-contained herds shall be tested, If this 
is to be of any real value the animals must be 
readily identified both at the time of the test 
and at any date afterwards, So far as is 
humanly possibie a veterinary surgeon should 
be able to identify any animal without con- 
fusing it with any other animal. 

We have no hesitation in asserting that there 
is at present in existence an illicit trade in 
animals reputed to have passed the tuberculin 
test accompanied by certificates which often 
bear no relationship to them. Veterinary sur- 
geons can easily become unwittingly invoived 
in this “ramp” and it behoves one and all to 
exercise the greatest passible care, not only in 
the actual testing of an animal, but in wording 
the certificate which may be given ino respect 
of it, 

In our view, it is useless to expect animals to 
be identified by nasograms, labial impressions, 
or impressions of the palate, To be efficient, 
the marks of identification must be easily 
applied and easily interpreted. Obviously, it 
would be insufficient to issue a certificate for 
“a red Shorthorn, the property of Mr. or a 
“roan Shorthorn cow, shed 1, stall 2, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Y.", or even a “ Shorthorn cow, 
No, 10 tattooed in left ear, the property of 
Mr. Z.” 

It will be generally agreed that in most 
breeds of cattle, the tattooed letter and number 
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in one or other ear is a suitable means of 
assisting identification, but experience has 
shown that this should be accompanied by 
as full a description as possible of the animal 
in question. The breed, colour, sex, and ap- 
proximate age should always be stated in 
describing an animal. In describing the col- 
our of an animal, it should be borne in mind 
that the predominating colour should be stated 
first; for example, a cow which is mostly red, 
but has a little white, should not be called a 
“red and white,” but “red, little white”; 
roans can usually be classified as “very red 
roan,” “red roan,” “strawberry roan,” “ light 
roan,” “very light roan,” “ blue roan,” “ dark 
blue roan,” “ light blue roan,” ete., ete. Very 
many animals are possessed of some definite 
mark or feature; for example, the animal may 
have a cock-horn, stub horn, or a_ straight 
horn, or one horn may be different from the 
other, ete. 

Whilst it may be permissible for the veter- 
inary surgeon to issue to the owner a report 
on the result of a preliminary test of his herd, 
under no circumstances should a certificate in 
respect of any single animal in that herd be 
given unless that animal be suitably identified. 

Certain sections of the public are urging that 
all animals which react to the tuberculin test 
shall be branded. To support this contention 
without compensating the owners of reacting 
‘attle is to infliet a hardship on those stock- 
owners who are. sufficiently enterprising to 
have their animals tested. Until it becomes an 
economic proposition to compensate the owner 
and slaughter reactors, the onus must remain 
on the buyer. 

We would impress on all those who are re- 
sponsible for carrying out the tuberculin test 
the necessity for exercising the most scrupylous 
care—-the reputation not only of the individual 
but of the whole profession will depend upon 
the accuracy of this work. Shortage of time 
or pressure of other work cannot be an excuse 
for failing to ensure that each dose of tuber- 
culin is accurately injected, each measurement 
faithfully recorded, and every animal suitably 
described. 

As an Association we have for some time 
been concerned by the readiness with which 
stock owners will buy an animal with a tuber- 
culin test certificate attached to it) without 
taking the trouble to ascertain the history of the 
animal in question, whether or not it was the 
first time it had been tested, whether it came 
from a herd in an area relatively free or 
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heavily infected, and so on. Without doubt 
the value of tuberculin testing has been dis- 
credited by numerous’ instances in which 
animals having recently passed a test, failed 
to do so when retested after a very short in- 
terval. Many of us must from time to time 
issue a certificate to the effect that a certain 
animal has passed the tuberculin test, knowing 
full well that the certificate is in effect value- 
less as an assurance of freedom from infection, 
Obviously the most certain way of making 
tuberculin testing of real value to the stock- 
owner is to educate him to appreciate the 
importance of ascertaining the history of every 
animal which he buys with a tuberculin test 
certificate. 

The Association has made representations to 
the Ministry of Agriculture on the matter of 
identification of tuberculin tested animals, 
and it is hoped that in the near future our 
representatives will confer with the Ministry 
on this important subject. In the meantiine 
we would welcome from our readers sugges- 
tions born of their experience, 

We understand that the R.C.V.S. has ap- 
pointed a committee charged with the express 
duty of considering the best means of identify- 
ing a beast, and we look forward with interest 
to its ultimate findings. 


REPORT. 


Punjab 
Report of the Civil Veterinary Department for 
the year 1936-37° [T. F. Quirke] 

Since this report was written the untimely 
death of Mr. T. F. Quirke, the Director of 
Veterinary Services, has been recorded with 
deep regret. His valuable and efficient services 
to the Punjab Civil Veterinary Department 
particularly and to his profession in general 
were of outstanding merit. 

The report is once more a record of progress 
and efficiency. There are three pages of photo- 
graphs and a map, together with a number of 
tables and diagrams. 

The superior staff consists of a director of 
veterinary services with five superintendents 
and eleven deputy superintendents for district 
work; one superintendent, two assistant super- 
intendents and two deputy superintendents 
employed at the Government Cattle Farm: the 
Principal, seven professors and five assistants 
aut the veterinary college and a_ veterinary 


*High Commissioner ‘for India, India House, 
Aldwych, London, W.C.2. Price annas 4. 
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investigation officer. The subordinate staff 
employed during the year was 393. 

Breeding Operations.—The Government Farm 
aut Hissar is the largest stock-breeding farm 
in India. It carried 9,325 head of stock of 
which 7,080 were cattle and 1,785 were sheep. 

Owing to the failure of the monsoon the year 
was one of considerable anxiety. Stall feeding 
had to be resorted to and the fodder reserve 
had to be supplemented. The number of stud 
bulls issued during the year rose to the record 
number of 711 and these did not meet the 
increasing demand. It is proposed to increase 
the annual output to 1,000. Sheep breeding 
aut the farm is an important industry and 
there is a large demand for farm bred goats. 
Subsidised cattle farms and stud bulls are a 
feature of interest. Activities in regard to the 
encouragement of buffalo and camel breeding 
ure reported. 

Disease.—The public demand for veterinary 
hospitals has led to administrative approval 
to the opening of 37 new ones when the 
necessary veterinary staff is available. In 
addition to the existing 300 hospitals there were 
1.200 outlying dispensaries. The number of 
patients treated in the hospitals was consider- 
ably over one-and-a-half millions and more than 
330,000 cases were treated outside. 

On the whole, the year was healthy for the 
livestock of the province. Haemorrhagic septi- 
caemia was the most serious, with rinderpest 
second. Three thousand seven hundred and 
sixty-two cases of surra (mostly camels) were 
treated at the 46 surra centres. Inoculation 
and vaccination are becoming increasingly 
popular and 855,000 cases were treated by one 
or the other method during the year. Rinderpest 
is being controlled by goat tissue virus vaccine 
and 169,000 animals were treated in this way 
as against 92,000 the year before. 

Veterinary College—Owing to temporary 
absences on other duties of some senior officers, 
work was somewhat handicapped. Admissions 
to the College increased from 56 to 75 students, 
who were chosen from 122 applicants. It is 
stated that there is an unsatisfactory propor- 


tion of statutory agriculturists coming forward. 


for admission. The Hospital, Pathology and 
Parasitology Sections continued to carry out 
useful research work. The staff professional! 
journal received special attention. Ch. Mustagq 
Ahmad, hospital surgeon, gained a gold medal 
awarded by the Imperial Council of Agricul- 
tural Research for the invention of surgical 
appliances. 

General.—The Government of the Punjab 
acknowledges the valuable services of the 
director and his officers and notes that the 
annual cost of the Department, which amounts 
to about £145,000, is considerably less than 1d. 
per head of the population. Ws 


No. 19. Vor, 50. 541 


In Parliament 

The following are among the questions and 
answers recently recorded in the House of 
Commons: - 

LIvEsTock (ACCREDITED HERDS) 

Mr. DonNER asked the Minister of Agriculture 
(1) whether owners of livestock can obtain the 
services of their usual veterinary surgeons on 
the “A” and “B” panels when a whole-time 
veterinary officer of the State services is nol 
delegated to carry out either an examination of 
a herd under the accredited scheme or a super- 
vised tuberculin test with view to attestation 
unless he has been allotted to that portion of 
the country in which they are situated; 

(2) whether freedom of choice of veterinary 
surgeons by stock-owners is allowed for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the attested or accredited herd . 
certificate, or whether stock-owners are required 
to make their choice from those veterinary sur- 
geons allocated by the Ministry to a_ specific 
area? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: The clinical examination 
of herds in respect of which applications for ¢ 
licence to use’ special designation 
“ Accredited ” have been made or in respect of 
which licences to use this designation have 
already been issued under the Milk (Special 
Designation) Orders, is being carried out, so far 
as possible, by whole-time veterinary officers of 
the Ministry. Where a whole-time officer is not 
available to carry out this duty the examination 
is undertaken by an inspector on Panel * A” for 
the district in which the herd is_ situated. 
“ Assisted ” tests of supervised herds under the 
attested herds schemes are carried out by private 
veterinary surgeons on behalf of the owner. 
There is no restriction in the schemes upon the 
choice of a veterinary surgeon for this purpose. 


MARKET INSPECTORS 


Mr. De La Bere asked the Minister of Agricul- 
ture whether his attention has been drawn to 
the hardships which have arisen following on 
the appointment as veterinary inspectors of those 
who are not local veterinary inspectors on Panel 
* B,” for the purposes of inspection of animals 
at certain markets; and whether he is prepared 
to give special consideration to these cases of 
hardship? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: The duty of market 
inspection in cases wher¢ it is not carried out by 
whole-time inspectors is carried out by part-time 
inspectors on Panel “A,” who have been 
appointed as competent and willing to carry out 
any of the duties of a whole-time inspector, 
within specified districts of the administrative 
division. An inspector cannot, therefore, be 
appointed to Panel “ A” for the sole purpose of 
market inspection in a single market nor for any 
other single duty. The allocation of Panel “A” 
districts, which has recently been made, will be 
subject to review at the end of one year, and 
consideration will then be given to any cases in 
which it is represented that hardship has been 
‘aused by reason of an inspector not being 
allotted a district under Panel “ A.” 

Mr. De LA BeRE: Would it be possible, at any 
time before the twelve months have expired, for 
the Minister to give sympathetic consideration 
to a very difficult case of hardship arising in 
the Vale of Evesham? 

Mr. Morrison: I shall certainly always be very 
glad indeed to look into any case of that 
description. 
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NATIONALVETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


The attendance at the quarterly meeting of 
Council, N.VLM.LA.. which was held at the Con- 
naught Rooms, Great Queen Street, London, 
W.C.2, on the afternoon of Tuesday, April 5th, 
1938, was seriously affected by the recrudes- 
cence of the epidemie of foot-and-mouth disease 
occurring at the time, and which claimed the 
prior attention of those members of Council in 
the service of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The President (Captain Donald Campbell, 
M.R.C.V.S.), occupied the chair, and there were 
also present: Captain J. R. Barker, Messrs, 
F. Beckett, Hl. W. Steele Bodger, HH, 
sywater, T. A. R. Chipperfield, Crosfield, 
H. S. AL Dunn, and H. W. Griffiths, Dr. Tom 
Hare, Messrs, J. R. Hewer, TT. Tudor Hughes, 
and J. W. McIntosh, Captain G. Dunlop Martin, 
Professor W. M. Mitchell, Captain S. J. Motton, 
Mr. R. Barons Nelder, Captain J. R. Rider, 
Messrs, R. H. Smythe, and Arnold Spicer, Dr. 
A. W. Stableforth, Messrs. Alex. Thotison 
(Beckenham), T. Wilkinson, and T. Wilson, Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge, Mr. C. O. Langley (Solicitor), 
and Mr. F. Knight (Secretary). 

The minutes of the quarterly meeting of 
Council held in January, and which had been 
published in the Association’s journal, were 
confirmed and signed as correct. 

Arising out of the minutes, the SErcRETARY 
read the following correspondence :— 

(1) From Mr, John J. Bradley, requesting 
him to convey to the Council the writer’s sincere 
thanks for the expressious of syinpathy with 
him in the loss he had sustained by the death 
of his brother, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, which 
had been transmitted by the Secretary on be- 
half of the President and Council of the Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Bradley added that the tributes 
which had been paid to the memory of Dr. 
Bradley would ever be valued by him. 

(2) From Majer F,. L. Gooch, returning 
thanks for the resolution passed by the Council 
at its last meeting. recommending him for 
Honorary Membership of the N.V.M.A, 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

(1) From the following Members of Council, 
apologising for their inability to attend the 
meeting :—Messrs. D. J. Anthony, H. Bell, 
W. P. Blount, Professor G. F. Boddie, Mr. 
David Brown, Professor T. G. Browne, Mr. 
H. W. Dawes, Major Brennan DeVine, Messrs. 
J. B. Dier and P. F. Dolan, Major G. W. 
Dunkin, Mr. C, W. Elam, Captain J. Fox, Mr. 
A. Gofton, Captain O. V. Gunning, Messrs, 


Ss. F. J. Hodgman, W. J. Ironside, A, 
McLean, Major A. B. Mattinson, Professor 
Win, C. Miller, Professor J. J. O’Connor, Major 
R. H. H. Over, Major S. Rabagliati, Mr. 
J. N. Ritchie, Captain R. Simpson, Mr. Alex. 
Thomson (Glasgow), Mr. A. H. Watson, Dr. 
A. W. Whitehouse, and Captain W. G. Wrage 
(Hon. Treasurer), 

(2) From Dr. E, Graub, General Secretary 
for the 13th International Veterinary Congress, 
forwarding copies of the preliminary announce- 
ment of the Congress, and drawing special 
attention to the sections relative to member- 
ship subscriptions and reports. 

In this connection Mr. SrEELE BopGER enquired 
if «a formal motion was required, “ That the 
President should attend this Congress as the 
delegate of the Association,” or was it to be 
taken for granted that he would represent them 
there? 

The PresipENT having indicated that a formal 
motion Was required, Mr. STEELE BopDGER Moved 
accordingly. 

Captain BARKER seconded, observing that he 
took it that the motion would include provision 
for the payment of the expenses of the 
President. 

Mr. McIntosH asked why the British 
National Committee had conferred the provi- 
sion of travelling facilities upon one company 
only and that an American one. He took the 
strongest exception to this course. 

The PRESIDENT replied that that was a matter 
that Mr. MeIntosh should take up with the 
British National Committee if he so desired. 
The motion before the meeting was that he 
should represent the N.V.M.A. If it was their 
wish, he would be most happy to attend in 
that capacity. Copies of the Preliminary An- 
nouncement of the Congress were available and 
information had been published in the Veterinary 
Record. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

(3) From the Secretary-General of the 
National Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis, inviting the Association to be re- 
presented at its 24th Annual Conference to be 
held in Lendon from June 30th to July 2nd, It 
was ogreed that the President or his nominee 
should attend on the Association’s behalf. 

THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT-ELECT. 

The PrestpENtT said that if, as he believed, 
that concluded the correspondence, he had te 
communicate the terms of a letter which he had 
received from Major Rabagliati, the President- 
Elect. He did not know if it was necessary 
for him to read the whole of Major Rabagliati’s 
letter, but at any rate the burden of it was that. 
having been appointed to a high oftice with the 
Ministry, and being stationed at Edinburgh, he 
found that it would be a matter of considerable 
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difficulty for him to accept election to the post 
of President of that Association for next year. 
In his letter, Major Rabagliati had pointed out 
that in occupying the Presidential chair he 
inight be called upon to undertake negotiations 
with the Ministry on behalf of the Association, 
und he felt that it would put him personally 
in an awkward position, and would perhaps in- 
terfere with the proper presentation of the case 
for the Association, as he would wish to put 
it, and as it ought to be put. Therefore, Major 
Rabagliati had written to him that letter 
resigning from the post of President-Elect. In 
the course of that letter Major Rabagliati had 
said :— 

“Tam extremely sorry to have to take this 
step, but I feel confident the members will 
realise that it is inevitable and through no fault 
of my own nor due to any lack of interest in the 
affairs of the Association, 

* Although I cannot in the future attend the 
meetings of your Council with the same regu- 
larity that I have tried to do in the past, I can 
assure you that I shall follow its deliberations 
with constant interest and sympathy. 

“1 can only add that I fully appreciate the 
high honour that the members have bestowed 
on me in electing me as their President-Elect, 
and I trust that I have not delayed too long in 
communicating my decision to you, and that it 
may not place the Council in any great diffi- 
culty.” 

Proceeding, the President said that he wrote 
to Major Rabagliati on receiving that letter, 
pointing out that thére was no official post 
known as President-Elect, but that the junior 
Vice-President was eligible for election to the 
office of President, and it was understood that 
in the normal course he would be so elected, 
that it was impossible to dissociate the post of 
President-Elect from the post of junior Vice- 
President, and asking him whether he was re- 
signing from the post of Vice-President. He 
had a further reply from Major Rabagliati say- 
ing that he was. 

In his letter to Major Rabagliati, he added 
this—with which he thought the council would 
agree :— 

“Tt will hardly be necessary for me to add 
that personally I shall be very sorry indeed 
to lose a colleague whose views I always heard 
with respect, and for whom as an individual I 
entertained the highest regard. I hope that soon 
an arrangement may be reached which will en- 
able the Association to retain the services of 
those like yourself, who hold high positions in 
the Ministry.” 

The position now (continued the President) 
Was that Major Rabagliati had resigned the 
post of Vice-President and the concomitant post 
of President-Elect, and at the moment the Asso- 
ciation had only one Vice-President. Under the 


articles of association only a general meeting 
could appoint a Vice-President, 

Mr. McIntosuw said that he was sure they 
had all listened with the very deepest regret to 
the letter which had just been read from Major 
Rabagliati. Speaking in connection with the 
reference in Major Rabagliati’s communication 
to the difficulty created by his relation to the 
Ministry, Mr. McIntosh expressed his regret 
that any such hesitancy to serve the Association 
in any capacity should be felt on that account 
by any member of the Ministry’s staff. The 
interests of that Association and those of the 
Ministry were not divergent, and his own view 
was that the more they associated together, the 
better it would be for the Association and the. 
profession as a whole, and the Ministry. He 
thought, as the President had said, that the 
Council had no alternative but to accept Major 
Rabagliati’s resignation from the posts of junior 
Vice-President and President-Elect with the 
very greatest regret. 

Mr. STEELE BopGeErR observed that he thought 
that in transmitting that decision to Major 
Rabagliati there should be added an expression 
of the hope that when the new veterinary 
service was in smooth working order Major 
Rabagliati would find it possible to resume the 
office of Vice-President and subsequently to 
serve as President of the Association. 


The PrEsIpENr commented that he had ex- 
pressed that hope in his letter. In reply to the 
point raised by Mr. McIntosh, that matter had 
been in discussion between the Consultative 
Committee of the N.V.M.A, and the Ministry, 
who took the view that one of their high officers 
should not hold the position of President of 
the Association. | Needless to say that was a 
view from which the Consultative Committee 
dissented strongly, and the matter would be 
opened with the Ministry again as soon as it 
seemed expedient to do so, 


Dr. Woo.tpripceE said,that, in view of the re- 
marks made by Mr. McIntosh, he thought that 
it should be made clear that the Ministry had 
not placed any ban on their veterinary officers 
being members of the Association or on their 
officers taking an active part in the work of the 
Association either as its officers or as members 
of Council and Committees. The position was 
that the Ministry felt that, for the time being 
at least, it was probably inadvisable that one 
of their chief officers should be the President of 
the Association. 

The PRESIDENT commented that he thought 
that what Dr. Wooldridge had said was an ac- 
curate representation of the position adopted 
by the Ministry. He took it that it was the 
wish of the Council that the General Secretary 
should write to Major Rabagliati expressing the 
regret with which the Council had received and 
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felt it necessary to accept his resignation from 
the post of President-Klect. 

The Council having expressed -assent, the 
President, in reply to Mr. STEELE BopnGeEr, said 
that the present position was that the Associa- 
tion would be without a President-Elect until 
the Annual General Meeting, but he hoped to 
put proposals before the Council in good time, 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCTATION, 


The Secretary informed the Council that the 
number of members on the register of the Asso- 
ciation after the January meeting was 1,983. 
Seven inembers had been lost by death and four 
had -resigned. The addition of 66 new mem- 
bers, should these be elected, would bring the 
total membership of the Association to 2,038, 
which constituted a record, 

Obituary.—The Secretary read the obituary 
list, Council standing the while in tribute to 
their memories :—Mr. Balfour Philp (Cupar), 
Mr. J, Werrigan (New Zealand), Mr. <A. 
Le Sueur (Jersey), Mr. P. S. Howard (Wan- 
stead), Bt.-Col, P. W. Dayer-Smith (London), 
Mr. W. Scott (Penrith), and Mr. J. Pollard 
(Halifax). 

Resignations.—The Secretary reported that 
the resignations of the following members had 
been received :—Messrs. T. O. Richardson 
(Blackpool), L. J. Ford (Ministry), F. 
(Brien (Nigeria), and T. Drinkwater (Stock- 
port). 

New Members.—The following, having for- 
warded duly completed forms of nomination and 
paid their subscriptions, were elected into mem- 
bership of the Association :— 

}. R. Allen (Birmingham), John Barr (Pen- 
rith), H. Bishop (Southampton), T. G. Bon- 
allo (Liverpool), Miss W. M. Brancker (Hen- 
don), F. A, Byrne (Shetheld), Duncan S. Camp- 
bell (Greenock), W. K. Carnegie (Kendal), 
W. Ss. Codrington. (Wotton-under-Edge), 
R. G. T. Cooke (Wootton Bridge), P. J. Cooper 
(Dublin), S. J. Cotton: (Usk), C. V. Davies 
(Manchester), R. Davis. (Southampton), 
Hugh Dolan (Carrick-on-Shannon), M. Donohoe 
(Bailieborough), W. M. Douglas (Stirling), 
H. F. Downe (Diss). W. Downing (Pinner), 
Lewis Doyle (Dublin), A. A. B. Ellis (Send), 
ID. FE. Faulkner (Gold Coast), P. Fernie (Pick- 
ering), V. R. Gazi (Cairo), R. G. Gwyer. (i<en- 
sington), R. Hall (Larne), Mrs. J. 
Hargreaves (Finchley), Thomas Harrison 
(Blackburn), W. T. Harrow (Hove), H. J. Hiles 
(Worcester), James Hill (Long Sutton), J. F. 
Hodgson (Cockermouth), G. B. Howat 
(Southampton), Miss D. Howell (Waitham 
Abbey), J. P. James (London), J. R. Kerr (Iil- 
marnock), G. B. Lewis (Inverness), Donald 
IT. MacAllister (Spalding), M. R. MacFarlane 
(Spalding), C. MacKenzie (Cheltenham), Finlay 
Macrae (Kyle), J. M, T. MeRorie (Wigton), 
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James Marshall (Barnsley), A. V. Meeke 
(Sandbach), T. F. Moran (Killarney), P. G. 1D. 
Morris (Wroxham), R. Muir (Haddington), 
J. P. Allen Potts (Shrewsbury), S. J. Rennix 
(Bath), J. R. Roe (Bristol), M. Roushdy 
(Egypt). Ben Runciman (Johannesburg), Miss 
Stella St. John (London), W. Hogarth Scott 
(Australia), Miss Muriel M. Shinnie (Aber- 
deen), G. N. Shirley (Crewe), Miss E. M. Sime 
(G;osforth), John T, Simison (Edinburgh), F. R. 
Spratling (Reading), K. Stuart (Malton), 
Archibald Sutherland (Neilston), J. G. Taylor 


(Glasgow), FE, A, Tutton (Liverpool), V. S. W. 


Whitling (Ramsgate), Andrew Wilson (Cupar- 
Fife), Miss Christine Woods (Leeds). 

The PRESIDENT, in moving their election, said 
that he thought it was a matter of great grati- 
fication that the Association had managed to 
reach the new record in membership, and one, 
moreover, Which marked its advance beyond the 
two thousand mark,  (Applause.) 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee. 


Captain Riper (Chairman) read the follow- 
ing report of this Committee and moved its 
reception and adoption, Mr. T. Wrison second- 
ing, and the motion being carried without dis- 
cussion :— . 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Monday, 
April 4th, with Captain J. R. Rider in the 
chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

It was reported that although a reminder had 
been sent, a number of the Divisions had still to 
send in their views on the memorandum con- 
taining the committee’s recommendations for 
the more uniform arrangement of Free Treal- 
ment Schemes in conjunction with the R.S.P.C.A. 

It was decided that it would be better to defer 
consideration until all the Divisions had replied 
and that those Divisions yet to submit their 
observations be asked to supply them by a 
specified date in order that the drafting of the 
final memorandum on this subject should not be 
further delayed. 

The position at Folkestone was reviewed in the 
light of the reply on the above mentioned 
memorandum received from the South-Eastern 
Division, and correspondence bearing on_ the 
subject was read from a member. 

The suggestion was approved that an 
endeavour be made to arrange a round = table 
discussion on this matter. 

A report was received on a meeting held at 
Leeds in February between Captain Rider, Mr. 
Dawes and Mr. Griffiths, representing the Associa- 
lion, and Captain A. J. MacCarmick and_ the 
R.S.P.C.A. Branch Secretary, regarding differ- 
ences that the Yorkshire Division had reported to 
exist between that Division and the Leeds Branch 
R.S.P.C.A. in connection with the Leeds Clinic. 
In addition letters which had passed between the 
Association and the R.S.P.C.A. Branch Secretary 
since that meeting were laid before the 
committee. 
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In the further consideration of this matter the 
committee had the assistance of Mr. A. H. 
Watson, who attended on behalf of the Yorkshire 
Division. 

In the course of the discussion it was learned 
that the Yorkshire Division had been invited to 
nominate a_practitioner-representative on the 
local branch, R.S.P.C.A., and it was decided to 
write to the Division expressing the hope that 
this step would lead to the development of the 
Leeds scheme in a manner more acceptable to 
the Division. 

Letters were read to the committee which had 
been sent to a member who had asked for advice 
upon being approached by the R.S.P.C.A. with 
a view to the opening of a central clinic in 
Southampton. 

It was agreed to seek information on the 
latest developments in this matter and to .ask 
whether the N.V.M.A. could render any active 
assistance in the way of calling local practi- 
lioners together and sending down a representa- 
live to discuss the proposal with them. 

It was reported that information had also 
been supplied to a local practitioner with a 
view to the opening of a central clinic in 
Burton-on-Trent. 

Arising from the foregoing it was agreed 
that a notice be inserted in the Veterinary Record 
indicating that information on the establishment 
and operation of these schemes could be obtained 
from the Association. 

The committee learned with gratification that 
Major G. W. Dunkin and Mr. H. W. Griffiths 
had both agreed to keep in touch, on the 
Association’s behalf, with the efforts being made 
by the R.S.P.C.A. to secure the co-ordination and 
development on a national basis of facilities for 
the euthanasia of small animals and birds and 
that their appointment to act for the Association 
in this matter had been welcomed by the Chief 
Secretary of that Society. 

It was reported that counter-advertisements 
had been inserted in the papers of three districts, 
viz., Altrincham, Hertfordshire and Middlesbor- 
ough, where it had been reported to the 
Association that unqualified persons were 
advertising themselves, and that in the case of 
Middlesborough a letter had also been sent for 
publication in the same issue as that ‘containing 
the counter-advertisement. 

Circulars were presented that had been 
received by several members of the committee 
on the formation and objects of “The Pets 
Service Club.” 

It was agreed that inquiries should be made 
into the circumstances of the promotion of this 
club and that in the meantime members’ be 
advised through the columns of the Record to 
refrain for the time being from co-operating 
with it. 

Mr. Griffiths having drawn attention to the 
great extension of air raid precautions and to 
the possibility that animal-owners would be 
looking to the profession to offer advice on 
protecting their animals in air raids, it was 
decided to request the Editorial Committee to 
publish suitable data on the subject. 


Parliamentary Committee. 


In the absence of Mr, Watson (Chairman), 
this report was read as follows by the General 
Secretary :— 

The Parliamentary Committee met at 36, 


Gordon Square on Monday afternoon, April 4th, 
the chair being occupied by Mr. A, H. Watson. 
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The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

The resignation of Captain J. C. Coleman was 
accepted with regret and it was agreed to write 
expressing appreciation of his service over so 
many years, 


Arising, it was decided to recommend’ that 
Dr. A. W. Stableforth be invited to fill the 
vacancy, 

The committee considered what form the 


proposed new approach to secure the appoint- 
ment of a full-time veterinary representative al 
the Ministry of Health should take. 

After further discussion, however, it was fell 
that as nothing was likely to be gained by 
further correspondence, no action should be 
taken for the present. ; 

A report, as follows, was received from the 
sub-committee on the Third Interim Report of 


the Local Government and _ Public Health 
Consolidation Committee and Food and Drugs 
Bill: —— 


“ This sub-committee which was appointed 
by the Parliamentary Committee in January, 
has held two meetings, the first on January 
20th and the second on March 17th. 

The members of the sub-committee were 
Major Brennan DeVine (Chairman), the 
President (Captain D, Campbell), Mr. A. H. 
Watson (Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee), Major J. G. McGregor, Mr. H. T. 
Matthews, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, and the 
Hon. Secretary (Captain J. R. Rider), while 
Mr. S. G. Abbott, Mr. L. B. A. Grace and 
Mr. H. M. Salusbury were co-opted. ; 

When the Local Government and Public 
Health Consolidation Committee was set up 
in 1931 the Association made representations 
to the committee urging that Clauses 116-119 
of the Public Health Act, 1875, should be 
amended by the inclusion of the words 
“veterinary officer” or “ veterinary Inspec- 
tor” so as to invest the veterinary officer 
or veterinary inspector with the same power 
as the medical officer and sanitary inspector 
in regard to the inspection and examination 
of meat and thereby remove the necessity. 
which exists at present, for his appointment 
as sanitary inspector whenever Is 
desired to appoint him for the purpose of 
meat inspection. 

It came as a disappointment to the sub- 
committee, therefore, on examining the Draft 
Food and Drugs, Bill to find that the 
Consolidation Committee had not seen their 
way to meet those representations. This 
part of the law is dealt with in Clause 10, 
and it is proposed by the Consolidation 
Committee that the power to seize unsound 
food, which is presently inyested only in 
the medical officer and sanitary inspector, 
may be exercised by an “ authorised officer. 
In Clause 100 an “authorised officer” is 
defined as follows: 

“* Authorised officer” means, as res- 
pects any Council, an_ officer of the 
Council authorised by them in writing, 
either generally or specially, to act in 
matters of any specified kind or in any 
specified matter and, for the purposes 
of the provisions of this Act relating to 
the taking of samples, includes a police 
constable so authorised with the 
approval of the police authority con- 


cerned. 
Provided. that the medical officer of 
health and sanitary inspector of a 
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council shall by virtue of their appoint- 
ments be deemed to be authorised 
officers tor all purposes of this Act.” 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
with whom the sub-committee have kept in 
touch on this matter, have been informed in 
unswer to an enquiry addressed to the 
Ministry that, having regard to the suggested 
definition of the term “ authorised officer,” 
it seems to the Minister that the proposed 
provisions of Clause 10 would enable a local 
sanitary authority to appoint a_ veterinary 
surgeon for meat inspection purposes if 
they thought fit to do so. 

In the opinion of the Association’s sub- 
committee the proposal that such duties may 
be undertaken by an “ authorised officer” 
does not improve the position of the veter- 
inary surgeon in this connection, and in 
view of the fact that the Bill was introduced 
in the House of Lords on March 17th, the 
following action has been taken:— 

(i) Letters have been addressed to the 
Ministry of Health pressing for it to be 
made clear that the definition * author- 
ised officer” includes veterinary 
surgeon, and suggesting the addition of 
the following words at the end of the 
first sentence of Clause 100 (7) with that 
object in view:— 

“and for the purpose of this Act 

relating to the inspection of food 

and the taking of samples, includes 

a veterinary surgeon so authorised.” 
At the same time suggestions were put 
forward for the amendment of the First 
Schedule, Part I.—Diseases of Cows to 
which Section 23 of the Draft Bill 
applies, together with other proposals 
for improving the administration of the 
Act. 

(ii) The Parliamentary Science Committee 
have been asked to give these representa- 
tions their support; steps are being taken 
to obtain the assistance of individual 
Members of Parliament, and the support 
of the Food Manufacturers’ Federation 
and the National Federation of Meat 
Traders. 

(iii) It is also proposed to write a further 
letter to the Ministry of Health asking 
that in framing the Regulations for the 
inspection of dairies under Clause 18 (i) 
of the Act provision should be made to 
enable veterinary surgeon be 
employed in the inspection of dairies 
and cowsheds, 

It is hoped that the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee will endorse the action of the 
sub-committee and will approve of power 
being given to the Chairman of the = sub- 
committee to deal further with the matter in 
the light of developments.” 

In addition, there was presented a report on 
an interview between Major Brennan DeVine. 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge and Mr. L. B. A. Grace, 
acting for the Association, and representatives 
of the Ministry of Health on Friday, April Ist. 

It was decided that further action could best 
be taken through Members of Parliament and the 
Parliamentary Science Committee during the 
committee stage of the Bil and it was left 
to Major DeVine, Dr. Wooldridge and Mr. Grace. 
to adopt whatever measures were deemed 
necessary in securing the aim of the Association’s 
proposed amendment; also that all members of 


the committee be supplied with copies of any 
letters, ete., addressed to M.P.s on the subject. 

Copies were presented of the Protection of 
Animals Bill and Docking and Nicking of Horses 
(Prohibition) Bill as amended in committee. It 
did not appear that the former called for any 
action of the Association, while it will be 
remembered that the Council had already agreed 
to support the latter, in view of the provision 
which allows the surgical docking of the 
horse’s tail when certified as necessary by a 
veterinary surgeon. 

It was decided to suggest to Council that an 
attempt be made to collect information on:— 

(1) The misuse of biological products; 

(2) The use of sub-standard Rishunical prepar- 
ations, and 
(3) The 
generally. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of 
the report having been moved by Dr. Woot- 
pDRIDGE, Mr. STEELE BopcGer said that he did not 
think it was reasonable to expect the Council 
to appreciate the significance of all that was 
said in the voluminous report which had been 
read out to them: he did think that it should 
have been circulated to members of Council 
prior to the meeting. 

The PRESIDENT replied that certainly it was a 
long report and outlined a great deal of work 
that had been done, and unfortunately indi- 
cated that a good deal still remained to be 
done in carrying out the aims of the Association 
in the matters dealt with therein. He took it 
that Mr. Steele Bodger was referring very 
largely to that matter of the Food and Drugs 
Consolidation Bill and the need for trying to 
get Parliamentary action now that the Associa- 
tion had failed to gain their aims. 

Dr. WooLprinGE Observed that he thought the 
position was that the Ministry were not open 
to receive any amendments which they thought 
might be controversial—and it pleased them to 
consider that the amendment suggested by the 
Association would prove to be controversial. 
They thought that certain other bodies wouid 
object to the veterinary surgeon being mentioned 
specifically in the Act. Therefore he thought 
the only course now open to the Association 
was to get an amendment proposed in Parlia- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he agreed that in 
view of its importance it would have been ad- 
visable to have that report circulated, but as 
the Parliamentary Committee met only the pre- 
vious day, and the report was prepared only 
that morning, that was not possible. He hoped 
that if any members were not quite clear as to 
the contents of the report they would ask for 
information then. 

Mr. Bopcer commented that the 
remedy was to call the meetings at a somewhat 
longer interval prior to the Council meeting. 

Dr. Tom Hare said that he had every con- 
fidence in the members of the Committee, but let 
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them get down to the main point. It appeared 
to him that action had to be taken fairly 
quickly on the matter. He was wondering if 
Dr, Wooldridge would foreseeany useful purpose 
in trying to go straight to Sir Arthur McNalty 
himself, or to get a private talk with Lord 
Dawson of Penn before the Bill was introduced 
to Parliament. 

said that firstly the Ministry 
of Health officials whom they saw were hot en- 
tirely medical—Sir John Maude was Deputy 
Secretary, and so there would be no point in 
seeking an interview with the Chief Medical 
Officer. Secondly, the Ministry's officials whom 
they saw expressed their complete agreement 
with them that meat inspection the 
province of the veterinary profession more than 
it was the province of any other body, so there 
was no point in trying to drive that home: 
whether they actually believed what they said 
to the Association’s representatives and would 
act upon it in their Civil Service capacity one 
could not say, but they must accept their word 
and believe in their honesty. Thirdly, the 
strongest objection raised to the Association's 
suggestions was that this particular Bill was 
only a Consolidation Bill, and in a Consolidation 
Bill the Civil Service officers who had to draw 
up the Bill must take great care not to intre- 
duce anything controversial into it. Such a Bill 
Was expected to go through Parliament auto- 
matically, as it only consolidated a number of 
Bills relative to the matters to be dealt with 
in it. The position therefore was that, although 
the Association's representatives felt that their 
suggested amendment was not controversial, the 
Ministry thought it was, and there was now 
no other way to deal with that matter except 
through objections or questions raised in Par- 
liament itself. The Committee had not been 
idle. A number of Members of the House of 
Lords had been written to and sympathetic re- 
plies had been received. Similarly, a number 
of Members of the House of Commons had 
been approached and their support had been 
promised. No doubt the Association could 
carry the matter further with some prospect of 
success by seeking to secure through questions 
and discussion some amendment of — the 
measure in either the House of Lords or the 
House of Commons. 

Proceeding, Dr. Wooldridge said that) the 
position of the medical profession in this matter 
was divided. Their most prominent members 
associated with public health would adimit that 
meat inspection was essentially the work of the 
veterinary surgeon; some of them would go 
further and say that the sooner the medical 
profession was free from this type of work 
the better, as then that profession would be 
able to turn even more of its attention to the 
effective control of epidemics amongst the 


human population. On the other hand, some 
members of the Society of Medical Officers of 
Health seemed to be opposed to the suggestion 
that the veterinary officer should have the 
responsibility for meat inspection, 

Mr. STEELE Boncer said that he would suggest 
that the Association should write to the 
Ministry of Health, thanking them for receiving 
the deputation and expressing regret that they 
couid not feel able to accede to their request, 
and leaving them in po uncertainty that the 
Association would take other steps to get their 
demands fulfilled. He formally moved that, 


The PrEsIpENT replied that he thought that 
could be incorporated in the resolution before 
the meeting. ‘The position in regard to it, as he 
thought they all understood now, was that the 
Committee and a Special Sub-Committee had 
done everything that could be done on the lines 
Which had previously been framed, and that 
nothing now remained but to attempt to use 
influence in Parliament to ensure that what the 
Ministry had refused could be achieved through 
the agency of Parliament. They might take 
it that the Ministry would be written to, 

Proceeding, the President said that he would 
draw the attention of Council to the final 
paragraph of the report. As the Council 
would be aware, they had a Committee on Bio- 
logical Products considering every aspect) of 
that question just now. That Committee had 
already accumulated a great deal of informa- 
tion on the matter and doubtless would accumu- 
late still more, and it was felt that although 
heading (3) relating to unscientific treatment 
venerally (that, he thought, meant treatment 
by unqualified persons on lines that were empiric 
and in many cases not even empiric) hardly 
came within the scope of a Committee on Bio- 
logical Products, it would be a matter of con- 
venience if that Committee were asked to collect 
information under that head. 


Dr. Wootprince dissented from that view, 
stating he thought that the Biological Products 
Committee had an immense task before them 
of a scientific character in drawing up an im- 
portant report concerning biological products. 
If they were to do that thoroughly they would 
have little time to collect and collate details of 
cases of bad empirical treatment of animals, 
and he would suggest that the latter part of 
the work be conducted by the Secretary himself 
—that a circular be sent out to the members of 
the profession, asking them to send in details of 
authenticated cases which had been brought to 
their notice, and that from time to time = re- 
minders be published in the Veterinary Record 
of the collection of this material, and that when 
sufficient material had arrived at the office, a 
Sub-Committee should be formed to deal with 
it, 
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The PRESIDENT replied that it was all a matter 
of getting the work done in the best way. 

Dr. STABLEFORTH desired to support very 
strongly the remarks made by Dr. Wooldridge. 
As a member of the Biological Products Com- 
mittee he must say that the problems before 
them at the moment were already very large 
without taking into consideration what was in- 
cluded in the last heading—“ general unscientific 
treatment.” 

The PRESIDENT, having observed that he 
thought that the Council could go no further in 
the matter at the moment than the collection of 
evidence, put the motion for the reception and 
adoption of the report. which was carried 
unanimously. 


Appointments Committee. 

The report of this Committee was read as 
follows by the Secretary, in the absence of 
Major DeVine (Chairman) :— 


A meeting of the Appointments Committee 
took place at 36, Gordon Square, on Monday, 
April 5th, the President occupying the chair in 
the unavoidable absence of Major DeVine. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved. 

A report on its first meeting was received from 
the Advisory Sub-Committee on Oversea Services. 
This report, was adopted, with slight amend- 
ments and now reads as follows: — 


SuB-COMMITTEE ON OVERSEA SERVICES 


_ The first meeting of the Advisory Sub- 
Committee on Oversea Services was held at 
36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Monday, 
February 28th, 1938. 

The chair was occupied by Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge, and there were also present 
Major Brennan DeVine and Mr. John Smith, 
while Mr, W, A. Pool attended by invitation. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Captain W. P. Beal and Mr, W. H. Chase, 
who had also been invited to be present. 

(1) Terms of Reference.—The Chairman 
explained that the sub-committee had been 
appointed in response to a resolution passed 
at a meeting of Overseas Members held dur- 
ing the N.V.M.A. Congress at Bournemouth, 
in July, 1937; that it was the wish of that 
meeting that the function of the committee 
should be to advise the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. on all matters affecting the general 
welfare of members serving overseas, and 
that it was suggested that the committee 
might interest itself in the following 
subjects :— 

(1) Conditions of service overseas. 

(2) The co-ordination of the various local 
branches of the N.V.M.A., overseas and 
the arrangement of meetings between 
members of the various branches when 
in Great Britain, 

(3) Liaison between the overseas associa- 
tions and the parent body in Great 
Britain. 

(4) The programme of Annual Conferences 
of the N.V.M.A., with the object of 
arranging that a subject of interest to 
oversea members should be_ presented 
for discussion. 


(5) The assisting of the Velerinary Record 
to cover subjects of interest to oversea 
members. 

It was also suggested that a large propor- 
tion of the members of the committee should 
have recent experience of oversea condi- 
tions, and that as oversea members returned 
to this country they should be selected to 
replace older members who would have lost 
touch with Colonial work. 

(2) Appointment of Additional Members. 
In the light of a recent letter from Mr. 
U. F. Richardson, who had acted as Secre- 
tary to the Bournemouth meeting, it was 
decided that the name of Mr. W. A. Pool 
be added to the committee, and that Captain 
Beal, Mr. Chase and Lieut.-Colonel H. A. 
Reid, be invited to serve as members. 

(3) Status of the Committee.—As the work 
to be undertaken by the committee will be 
much wider than that which arises’ in 
connection with appointments’ the 
Colonial Service, it was the unanimous feel- 
ing of the meeting that it would be more 
beneficial to the N.V.M.A. if, instead of 
acting as a sub-committee of the Appoint- 
ments Committee, the committee were in 
future regarded as a general Advisory Com- 
mittee on overseas matters. 

(4) Corresponding Secretaries——With the 
object of enabling the committee to keep in 
closer touch with oversea developments 
likely to affect the interests of members of 
the profession, it was decided to endeavour 
to obtain the assistance of oversea members 
as Corresponding Secretaries, these Corre- 
sponding Secretaries to be either the Hon. 
Secretary of the Veterinary Association or 
a member nominated by the Chief Veterinary 
Officer of the territory. 

It was understood that Mr. U. F. 
Richardson came into contact with Colonial 
veterinary officers attending the D.T.V.M. 
course in Edinburgh and his offer to act as 
Corresponding Secretary for Scotland was 
accepted, as was also his suggestion. that 
Professor W. Kearney should act in a 
similar capacity for Ireland. 

(5) Correspondence.—The following items 
of correspondence were laid before the 
meeting: — 

(i) Reply from the Colonial Office stating thal 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
did not consider that the existing 
volume of work was sufficient to justify 
the revival of the post of Adviser on 
Animal Health, and that he did not think 
that further oral discussion of the matter 
would serve any useful purpose. 

(ii) Letter signed by nine members of the 
Nigerian Veterinary Association express- 
ing dissatisfaction with the change of 
conditions of service in the Colonial 
Veterinary Service, and communications 
in support from two members in other 
Colonies. 

After discussion, it was decided to cir- 
culate this correspondence to the various 
Colonial Associations and to invite their 
suggestions with a view to further representa- 
tions by the Association. 

It was decided to recommend that the 
Provisional Committee should endeavour to make 
arrangements for oversea members to meet 
together during the Association’s Congress al 
Glasgow in September, 
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The committee endorsed the action of the 
Chairman in having authorised the insertion in 
the Veterinary Record of an advertisement invit- 
ing applications for the post of veterinary officer, 
in a certain borough, at a salary below that 
laid down by the Association for an officer work- 
ing alone in a borough. The committee were 
intormed that Major DeVine had been influenced 
by the receipt of reliable information that there 
was a danger of this post being lost to the 
profession. 

Correspondence was read that had taken place 
between the Association and the V.M.A. of Ireland 
following upon the receipt of a letter from a 
member bringing to notice in connection with 
posts as veterinary officers in the Department of 
Agriculture, Eire, recently advertised in the 
Velerinary Record, that successful candidates 
with less than five years’ approved practical 
experience would receive a much lower com- 
mencing salary than stated in_ the 
advertisement. It was understood that while the 
Council of the V.M.A., of Ireland were not alto- 
gether satisfied with this arrangement, they had 
decided not to interfere in the matter at present, 
for the reasons that the appointments in question 
were both permanent and pensionable and the 
salary the same as had been offered and accepted 


- for a number of years, 


In view of the above, the committee endorsed 
the action of the Editorial Committee in publish- 
ing the advertisement. 

The committee having received from the South 
African V.M.A. views in regard to the inadequacy 
of the salary attached to the post of Assistant 
Veterinary Officer, Basutoland, agreed to suggest 
io the Editorial Committee that a_ notice be 
published advising members of the N.V.M.A. to 
refrain from applying for that post. 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD moved the reception and 
adoption of the report, Mr. CROSFIELD seconding, 
and the motion was carried without discussion. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Publie Health 
Committee. 

The report of this Committee was read as fol- 
lows by its Chairman (Captain Barker), who 
inoved its reception and adoption, Mr. Tupor 
HuGuHEs seconding the motion :— 


A meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health Committee was held at 36, Gordon” 
Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday, April 5th, 1938, with 
Captain J. R. Barker in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved. 

Consideration was given to a suggestion from 
a member of the Association that for the 
protection of the practitioner and buyers, some 
method of identification of animals and herds 
be devised in the issue of certificates after the 
carrying out of tuberculin tests. 

It was felt that this was a subject that could 
best be explored in consultation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and that an endeavour 
be made to arrange for such a meeting. 

A letter was read from the North Wales 
Division stating that, having discussed — the 
question of fees to be charged for the preliminary 
lesting of herds prior to qualifying for the 
“ assisted tests,” the Division felt that the present 
was an opportune time to draw attention to the 
desirability of standardising the fees for tuber- 
culin testing and to put an end to testing at 


competitive charges. It was the view of the 
Division that the minimum fee for such testing 
be equivalent to the allowance made by the 
Ministry in the case of “ assisted tests,” viz., 
£1 1s. Od. flat rate plus 2s. 6d. per head. 

The committee being in entire sympathy with 
the views expressed by the Division suggests that 
Council should recommend to members of the 
N.V.M.A. that they should not test any herd for 
less than the flat rate of £1 1s. Od. plus 2s. 6d. 
a head. 

It was agreed representations should be made 
to the Department of Health for Scotland object- 
ing to the practice prevalent in some parts of 
Scotland whereby diseased meat is surrendered 
to the detention officer without reference to the 
meat inspector, and requesting the general 
enforcement of Para. 3 of Part I A of the First 
Schedule to the Public Health (Meat) Regulations 
(Scotland), 1932, which provides that “ When a 
carcase, organs and viscera or any part of them 
have been detained, the detention officer shall 
immediately notify the meat inspector.” <A 
suggestion that the Scottish Branch should be 
given the opportunity of proffering observations 
on the proposed letter was adopted. 

Attention was drawn to the fact that whereas 
the Milk (Special Designation) (Amendment) 
Order, 1938, defines private veterinary surgeon 
as ““a veterinary surgeon approved by the local 
authority,” in the Scottish Amendment Order the 
definition is “a veterinary surgeon nominated 
by the local authority.” It was decided to take 
up the difference in terms with the Department 
of Health for Scotland, the proposed letter to be 
submitted to the Scottish Branch before despatch. 


Mr. STEELE BopGer said that he thought that 
there was an omission from the report in that 
he believed that it had been moved and carried 
that the Chairman of the Committee should 
address the North Wales Division on the ques- 
tion of fees, 

Mr. R. H. Smytrue observed that he would 
like to enter a strong protest against the sug- 
gestion that private practising veterinary sur- 
geons) should conduct) private tests at the 
Ministry rate. 

Captain BarKerR replied that in the report it 
Was only suggested as a minimum, 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer stated that the Ministry 
did not supply the tuberculin for the assisted 
test—only for the official test. The practitioner 
was quite entitled to charge his own profes- 
sional fee and mileage on top of that. 

Mr. Tupor HucGuHes suggested ,that if they 
tried to make the official charge too high they 
would discourage the owners of herds from 
coming forward to have their herds tested. If 
a higher charge was made than that suggested 
by the Ministry it would be a case of “ killing 
the goose that laid the golden egg.” 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer said that it was for that 
reason that he had suggested that the Chairman 
should address the North Wales Division. 

Mr. CuHIPPERFIELD thought that although a 
minimum charge for testing was undoubtedly 
desirable to obviate cut-throat competition, 
they should exhort their members to charge a 
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fee which was commensurate with the service 
rendered. 

Mr. STEELE BovGerR moved “ That the mini- 
mum scale for the official assisted test shall 
be 14 guineas plus 2s. 6d, a head exclusive of 
mileage.” 

Captain BaRKER said that in the report the 
Committee were just agreeing to the request of 
the North Wales Division that some opinion 
should be expressed on the minimum. He did 
not think the Committee was prepared even to 
suggest that tuberculin testing should be done 
at certain rates: for his part he thought that 
Was entirely a matter for the practitioner him- 
self. Where, however, it was being done at 
a very low rate, he thought it would be an 
advantage to suggest that the rate should be 
raised to a standard minimum. 

A member observed that in areas where 
there was competition at very low fees, he 
could assure the Council that it would be very 
difficult for practitioners to alter their fees, 
say, from to-day to next week: there would 
have to be a gradual stepping up of the fees. 

The report as amended was put to the meet- 
ing and carried. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

The report of a meeting of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee held on February 
16th had been circulated to members of Council 
prior to the meeting. This was as follows :— 


At a meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee held at 36, Gordon Square, 
W.C.1, on Wednesday, February 16th, 1938. 

Present. Captain Donald Campbell (President) 
in the chair, Mr. H, W. Steele-Bodger, Major 
Hamilton Kirk, Captain J. R. Rider (Hon. 
Secretary), Mr. A. H. Watson and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Captain J. R. Barker, Mr. H. W. Dawes, Major 
Brennan DeVine, Major J. G. McGregor, Mr, J. W. 
McIntosh, Professor W. M. Mitchell and Major 
D. S. Rabagliati. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and sighed 
as correct, 

Arising out of the minutes: 

(i) The committee had before it the following 
resolution from the Editorial Committee :— 

“That the Editorial Committee recom- 
mends that the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee consider favourably the 
application of the Editorial Representative 
and it suggests that his salary should be 
increased annually by ¢20 to a maximum 
of £600.” 

It was decided that in view of the smallness of 
the attendance at the meeting and the present 
uncertainty regarding the Association’s financial 
prospects, consideration of the resolution should 
be deferred until after the next annual general 
meeting. 

(ii) The committee accepted estimates from 
Messrs. H. R. Grubb, Ltd., for reprinting 250 
copies each of the Euthanasia Report and Hand- 
book on Poultry Diseases. Tt was decided that 
as from January 1st next a nominal charge of 
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2s. 6d. per copy should be made to new members 
requiring these publications, 

(ai) It was left to the President, the Hon. 
Secretary and the General Secretary to purchase 
a typewriter and a duplicator on the understand- 
ing that if possible suitable reconditioned 
machines should be obtained. 

(iv) After further consideration of the British 
National Committee’s request for a donation to 
its proposed fund, it was the feeling of the 
Finance Committee that the majority of the 
reporters nominated by the British National Com- 
mittee were likely to have their expenses in 
attending the International Veterinary Congress 
borne from other sources and that the correctness 
of this assumption should be ascertained before 
a recommendation was made to the Council. 

(v) On the question of entertaining delegates 
to the International Veterinary Congress from the 
United States while in London, it was decided 
first to ascertain from the American Veterinary 
Medical Association whether a reception given 
by the N.V.M.A. would fit in with the party's 
other arrangements, and if so, how many there 
would be in the party and the time most suitable 
for such a function. 

Motion by Major DeVine.—The committee next 
gave consideration to the following motion, 
remitted by Council: — 

“That in view of the increase in the 
number of Divisions and in the number of 
representatives to Council to which the 
Divisions are entitled in view of their 
augmented membership, the number of mem- 
bers of the Standing Committees of the 
Association be increased from the specified 
number, 15.” 

After discussion, it was agreed to recommend 
to Council that the number of members” of 
Standing Committees be increased from 15 to 20; 
that no member of the Association should serve 
on more than two Standing Committees, but that 
in the case of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee this increased membership should be 
augmented by having the Chairmen of other 
Standing Committees as ex-officio members. 

Air Raid Precautions.—The committee approved 
the action of the President in requesting Mr. 
Bywater to deputise for Mr, Brayley Reynolds at 
a meeting of the Air Raid Precaution Depart- 
ment’s Committee on the protection of animals 
against air raids, and decided to ascertain from 
Mr. Reynolds whether he would be able to 
attend future meetings of that committee. 

Libel Insurance.—Having heard letters from 
Messrs. S. H. Cannon and Co., the views of the 
Editorial Committee and those of the Associa- 
tion’s Solicitor, approval was given for the 
renewal of the policy of insurance against libel 
but for an indemnity reduced to in 
consideration of the same premium as_ before. 
namely €24 10s. 0d., enquiries to be made as to 
the cost of an excess policy” bringing’ the 
indemnity up to ¢€10,000. 

Membership.—lt was learned by the committee 
with gratification that 59 new members had been 
obtained as a result of the President’s appeal for 
increased membership, and that with applica- 
tions which had yet to be formally accepted by 
Council, the membership now exceeded 2.000 

Report of Poultry Technical Committee.-The 
reference of this report to the Association's 
Advisory Committee on Poultry Diseases was 
approved. 

Advisory Committee on Pig Diseases—It was 
decided to recommend the Council to appoint 
an Advisory Committee on Pig Diseases and to 
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suggest that Professor Linton, Mr, E. F. Beckett, 
Mr. Anthony and Mr. John Smith should be 
invited to serve on this Advisory Committee. 

Financial Statement for January.—A Financial 
Statement for January was presented and _ the 
payment of liabilities amounting to ¢426 ds, 8d. 
was authorised. 

Subscriplions and Donations.—lt was agreed 
to continue the Association’s subscription of 20 
guineas to each of the Veterinary Benevolent 
Societies, and to renew for 1938 the subscription 
of £5 ds. Ud. to the National Horse Association 
of Great Britain. 

Telephone.—Approval was given, at the request 
of the Editorial Committee, to arrangements 
being made for the installation of an additional 
telephone line in order to facilitate the work of 
the Association’s journal, 

Agricultural Research Council.—A request was 
received from the Agricultural Research Council 
for the help of the Association in making con- 
tact with members of the profession who had 
experience of the disorder known as “ heel-bug ” 
in horses. Numerous names were suggested, 
which it was agreed should be passed on to the 
Agricultural Research Council, 

Veterinary Patent Medicines.—Arising out of 
an enquiry from a member, it was agreed that the 
British Medical Association be asked for informa- 
tion on the procedure which they adopted in 
preparing their list of analyses’ of patent 
medicines. 

British Medical Association’s Advertisement 
Advocating Compulsory Pasteurization.—Captain 
Coleman having written with regard to the 
advertisement of the British Medical Association 
advocating compulsory pasteurization, it was left 
to the President to draft a letter for despatch 
to the British Medical Association taking up 


certain of the statements made in_ that 
advertisement. 
Continental Veterinary Surgeons the 


Diploma of Membership of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.—A request was received 
from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
for the views of the Association towards the 
admission of Continental veterinary surgeons to 
the veterinary colleges for the purpose of 
enabling them to take the examinations of the 
Royal College and thereafter to practise in this 
country. 

It was the feeling of the committee that with 
the present uncertainty of the future of veter- 
inary practice and the large influx of mainly 
British-born graduates that will be experienced 
during the next few years, the prospects were 
not sufficiently favourable to warrant the 
unrestricted acceptance of applications from 
foreign veterinary surgeons for exemption from 


all but the final examination for the Diploma of. 


Membership of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

Annual Congress.—It was the opinion of the 
committee that the practice of circulating county 
and municipal authorities inviting the appoint- 
ment of delegates to the Association’s Congress 
should be continued for the present vear. 

Other Business.—Authority was given for the 
placing of oak leaves above the radiators in the 
Council Chamber to protect the walls from 
damage by heat. 


The Secretary read the following repert of a 
meeting of the Committee held on April 5th :— 
A further meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee was held at 36, Gordon 


Square, this morning, with the President in the 
chair, 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken read and 
approved, 

Arising out of the minutes:— 

(i) Benevolent Societies: Letters were received 
expressing the thanks of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund and the National Veterinary 
Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society for the 
usual donations made by the Association in aid 
of their benevolent activities. 

(ii) International Veterinary Congress: In view 
of information that none of the reporters 
nominated by the British National Committee 
could definitely look forward to receiving assist- 
ance from other sources, it was decided to 
recommend to Council that the Association make 
a donation of £50 to the fund being opened by 
the British National Committee to assist reporters: 
with their expenses in attending the Thirteenth 
International Veterinary Congress. 

(iii) Libel Insurance: Having heard the result 
of inquiries made by Messrs. S. H. Cannon and 
Co., it was decided to rely on the cover already 
arranged for and not to pursue the possibility 
of obtaining an excess policy to meet claims in 
excess of £5,000. 

In the same connection, a report was received 
from the Secretary that following upon exception 
having been taken by a member to a letter pub- 
lished in the Veterinary Record of January Ist, 
a settlement had been reached by the publica- 
tion of an apology and payment of total costs 
of £30 10s. 6d. of which 90 per cent, would be 
recovered under the previous libel insurance 
policy. 

Veterinary Patent Medicines.-Further  con- 
sideration was given to a suggestion that the 
N.V.M.A. should issue a list of the analyses of 
veterinary patent medicines, but in view of 
information obtained from the British Medical 
Association it was decided that the Association 
could not usefully proceed in the matter at 
present. 

British Medical Association Announcement 
Advocating Compulsory Pasteurization.—At_ the 
request of several of its members, the committee 
considered again the decision taken at the 
previous meeting when it was agreed to write to 
the British Medical Association regarding certain 
of the statements contained in that Association’s 
announcement in the Press headed, “ Is All Milk 
Safe to Drink?” A suggested letter drafted by 
the President was before the meeting, but upon 
this further reflection it was agreed that the 
matter be allowed to drop. 

Royal (Dick) Veterinary College——A circular 
letter was read from the Secretary of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College Extension — Fund 
intimating that the work of extending the College 
had been started and drawing attention to the 
need for further funds to allow the work to be 
completed without a break in continuity. 

Witnesses’ Fees.—It was agreed to write to the 
Home Office in support of representations made 
by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
requesting an amendment of the Witnesses’ 
Allowances Order of March Ist, 1920, so as to 
enable the same fees to be paid to veterinary 
surgeons for acting as witnesses within the 
Metropolitan Area as are allowed to solicitors 
and medical practitioners. 


The PRESIDENT said that he desired to draw 
the attention of members of Council to the 
paragraph numbered 7 (Advisory Committee 
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on Pig Diseases) of the first report, as dealing 
with a matter of considerable moment and 
which read as follows:—‘‘ It was decided to 
recommend the Council to appoint an Advisory 
Comittee on Pig Diseases and to suggest that 
Prof. Linton, Mr. E. F. Beckett, Mr. Anthony, 
and Mr. John Smith should be invited te serve 
on this Advisory Committee.” 

Reception and adoption of the report was 
moved by Captain BarKEer and seconded by Mr. 
STEELE BODGER. 

Dr. Woo.prince said that he would like to 
move an amendment to one section of the 
report, that which referred to the suggestion 
that the membership of Standing Committees 
should be increased to 20 inembers. The 
Editorial Committee, as they would hear from 
its report, to be given presently, considered 
that question in relation to its own functions, 
and the following resolution was passed :— 
“That this committee is of the opinion that 
the present membership of the Editorial Com- 
mittee (15) is the optimum number for the 
exercise of its editorial functions, and that any 
-increase will react adversely on the work of 
the Committee.” He would therefore like to 
move an amendment, that the words “ with 
the exception of the Editorial Committee” be 
inserted after the words ‘“ Standing Com- 
mittees ” in the recommendation made to Coun- 
cil in this regard. 

The amendment was seconded by Dr. 
STABLEFORTH and accepted by the Council. 

Following upon the receipt of an assurance 
from the PresImpENT that the Hon, Treasurer 
Wis Satisfied with the financial position of the 
Association, Dr. Hare raised a matter, aris- 
ing on the report of the Finance Committee, 
which was discussed in conmittee, 

Upon the resumption of open meeting, a dis- 
cussion took place on the paragraph relative 
to the British Medical Association’s advertise- 
ment advocating the compulsory pasteurisation 
of milk. this connection the PRESIDENT 
said that at an earlier meeting of the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee it had been 
decided that a letter be sent to the British 
Medical Association in reference to their ad- 
vertisement, and it was left to him to draft the 
letter to be sent. He did so, but after the 
letter was drafted and submitted to various 
members of Council, it was found that there 
was not only a_ considerable difference of 
opinion as to the terms of the letter, but as to 
the advisability of sending such a letter, or, in 
fact, any letter on the matter. In consequence 
of that, the sending of the letter was deferred 
until it could be considered at the next meeting 
of the Committee, which unfortunately did not 
take place until that morning. By that time 
it was felt that whether or not at any time it 
would have been wise or unwise to send the 
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letter, it was at any rate now too late to do so, 
If that report was adopted the Association was 
definitely taking no official action in the 
matter, If it had not been made quite clear 
to him after the earlier meeting of the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee that a very 
strong difference of opinion existed, then a 
letter in the terms drafted would have been 
sent, but it had been borne in on him that it 
would not represent anything like the unani- 
mous view of the members of the Association. 

The report was received and adopted, as 
amended with reference to the membership of 
the Editorial Committee. 


Editorial Committee. 

Jr. WooLpRIDGE (Chairman) read and moved 
the reception and adoption of the following re- 
port of this Committee, the motion being 


seconded by Dr. STaABLEFORTH and carried with- 
out discussion :— 


During the past quarter the Editorial Com- 
mittee have continued, in the columns of the 
Record, to give prominence and support to the 
activities ot the Consultative Committee. The 
success achieved by that committee’ in~ its 
negotiations with the Ministry of Agriculture in 
respect of the terms of the employment otf 
veterinary personnel under Part IV of the 
Agriculture Act has brought about a welcome, 
if gradual, return to normality, both in the 
frequency of meetings of the Editorial Committee 
and the scientific as contrasted with the 
political content of the Association’s journal. 

The period under review has further yvindi- 
cated the Ministry of Agriculture’s policy of 
slaughter in combating foot-and-mouth disease 
in this country, and the committee were gratified 
to learn that the support given in the Associa- 
tion’s journal to the maintenance of that policy 
has been welcomed and valued by the Ministry. 

This would appear to be a suitable occasion 
for reminding the Council that July of this year 
will see the completion of 50 years of publica- 
tion of the Veterinary Record. Arrangements 
already are in hand for the preparation and 
insertion in the jubilee issue of a review of an 
historical nature. 

It is seldom that material published in the 
small type section calls for comment in_ this 
report, but considerable significance attaches to 
two announcements made therein. The first had 
reference to the institution of refresher courses 
for practitioners—a_ series which, although 
having a specific purpose, may be said to have 
established a very valuable precedent. In the 
second, the notice of practitioners was drawn 
to the facilities afforded by veterinary institu- 
tions for examining and reporting upon interest- 
ing specimens forwarded from the field. It is 
hoped that, amongst other benefits, this may 
react favourably upon the clinical section of the 
Record. 

Reports of the business sections of the proceed- 
ings of Divisional meetings also figure but 
infrequently among the more prominent features 
of the journal, but exception has to be made 
in the case of old-established \eterimary 
association which passed the very. significant 
rule, calling for enthusiastic editorial endorse- 
ment, that all those elected into membership of 
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the Division should also be members of the 
N.V.M.A. 
The committee regrets to report that the 


Association has had to meet the expenses of a 
legal settlement (90 per cent. of which, however, 
are covered by insurance), owing to one of our 
members having taken grave exception to the 
contents of a letter published in the Veterinary 
Record, 

In connection with the proposal to increase the 
membership of Standing Committees, a discus- 
sion on this matter took place at a meeting 
of the committee held on March 28th, and the 
following resolution was passed :— 

“That this committee is of the opinion 
that the present membership of the Editorial 
Committee (15) is the optimum number for 
the exercise of its editorial functions, and 
that any increase will react adversely on 
the work of the committee.” 


Reports of Special and Other Committees 
Special Consultative Committee. 


This report, which had been circulated to 
members before the meeting, was as follows :— 


Two meetings of the Special Consultative 
Committee have been held since the special 
meeting of Council, on March 2nd, and one 
further meeting has taken place between mem- 
bers of the committee and representatives of 
the Ministry. 

Tuberculosis Order, 1938.—A detailed reply 
has been received from the Ministry to sugges- 
tions submitted by the committee for the 
amendment of the Draft Tuberculosis Order, 
1938. It has been decided that no further action 
can usefully be taken at the moment. 

Laboratory Services.—The main object of the 
meeting which the committee have had with the 
Ministry was to put forward the claims of private 
and other veterinary laboratories likely to be 
affected by the Ministry’s proposed arrangements, 
and to press for a fair share of biological 
examinations to be allotted to these laboratories. 
While the Ministry were unable to give any 
definite assurances, it was realised from the 
discussion that litthe cause for complaint was 
likely to arise: developments have already 
occurred which lead the committee to hope that 
these laboratories will be used by the Depart- 
ment to a satisfactory extent. 


At the same meeting with the Ministry the 
following information affecting transferred local 
authority officers was obtained: 

Leave.—tTransferred officers would receive the 
normal amount of leave as from the dates from 
which they were loaned by the local authority, 


or taken over by the Ministry, viz., in the case . 


of  superintending officers, February 14th; 
divisional officers, February 28th; and veterinary 
officers, April 1st. The amount of leave would 
be calculated as from those three dates up to 
January 31st next, the leave year in the Ministry’s 
service dating from February 1st. Veterinary 
officers received 36 working days’ leave, and 
divisional and superintending officers 36 rising 
to 48 after ten years in a grade eligible for 36. 

It was learned that all new entrants to the 
service would receive a book giving information 
of this and other Civil Service rules and regula- 
tions. but in addition the Ministry promised to 
ask the superintending and divisional officers to 
explain the position to the members of the staff 
under their direction. 
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Contributions to Professional Journals.—There 
was no rule which debarred a member of the 
Ministry’s staff from contributing articles to 
professional journals so long as such articles did 
not attack the policy of the Ministry. Indeed, 
the Ministry would welcome veterinary officers 
contributing to the sum of knowledge in that 
we y. 

Veterinary Officers and Committees, Council 
and Presidency of the N.V.M.A—The Ministry 
had no objection to veterinary officers serving 
on committees of the N.V.M.A, provided they 
were not committees whose function was to deal 
with matters affecting the Ministry, but the 
Ministry could not see any possibility of a man 
holding a senior appointment acting as President 
of the Association without serious embarrass- 
ment to himself, the profession, or the Ministry. 

The committee strenuously opposed this ban. 
It was pointed out to the Ministry that it would 
have the effect of debarring 500 members from: 
ever becoming President of the Association, and 
that in the view of the committee there was 
little chance of such a man’s duties as President 
conflicting with his appointment as a member 
of the Ministry’s staff as at all times there was 
» large part of the business of the Association 
that was not concerned with ministerial affairs. 

It was gathered that the Ministry felt very 
strongly on the point, but they promised to 
consider it further in the light of the Associa- 
tion’s remarks. The ban applied to whole-time 
officers, but not to practitioners employed in a 
part-time capacity. 

Commencing Salary.—While it was contended 
that the Ministry were not obliged to pay local 
authority officers a salary higher than that which 
they were receiving, less superannuation deduc- 
tion, at the time the Agriculture Act received 
the Royal Assent, and the committee were 
informed that the Department did not consider 
themselves as bound to recognise increases of 
salary granted after the date of the Minister’s 
announcement in the House, it was, however, 
proposed that officers should be taken over at 
the salary they would have received on April 
Ist, minus superannuation deduction, under any 
scale that had been fixed by their local 
authorities before the passing of the Agriculture 
Act. 

The committee expressed gratification that the 
Ministry had taken so liberal a view, the effect 
of which would be that increments due on April 
Ist, 1938, under local authority scales would be 
taken into account in fixing the salaries at which 
the officers concerned would enter the State 
Service. 

In a few cases the increments that members 
will receive after transfer will be somewhat 
lower than those to which they would have been 
entitled had they been able to remain with their 
local authorities, and where it is found that 
reductions in this direction will not be com- 
pensated by the higher maxima of the various 
grades, efforts are being made to make a special 
arrangement on their behalf with the Ministry. 

Superannuation Deduction.—On the question 
of the proposed 5 per cent. deduction from the 
commencing salary of pensionable local authority 
veterinary officers, the Treasury were unable to 
depart from the principle that officers who were 
subject to deductions for superannuation should 
enter the State Service at their net salaries. 

Enquiries are now being made as to the 
circumstances in which Rule 8 of the Local 
Government and Civil Service (Superannuation) 
Rules, 1936, becomes operative and whether 
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under Rule 9 a local government oflicer who has 
completed less then ten years service, whether 
contribulory or non-contributory, at the date of 
transfer to the Civil Service is entitled on subse- 
quent retirement from the Civil Service to a 
pension from the local authority. Members will 
be acquainted with the replies on these points 
through the medium of the Veterinary Kecord 
and advised of the circumstances in which it 
would be advantageous to preserve their right 
to superannuation, 

A few individual cases of possible losses in 
retired pay are being investigated. 

Borough Veterinary Officers.——In accordance 
with the assurance previously given, the com- 
mittee were consulted before the Ministry 
announced their final decision with regard to the 
allocation of appointments as veterinary officers 
to borough veterinary officers. 

Part-Time Appointments.—The committee took 
up with the Ministry the case of part-time officers 
of local authorities who are 70 years of age or 
over, but it was only after considerable pressure 
that a concession was obtained enabling such 
practitioners to act on Panel “B” for a period 
of one year from April Ist, 1938, and in order 
to give them time in which to consider taking 
a partner in the event of their wishing to retain 
such part-time work in their practice after the 
expiration of that period. 

Position of Women Graduates.—Enquiries have 
been made as to the position of women graduates 
in the State Service. It is understood that it 
is not the practice of the Ministry to recruit 
women graduates for whole-time inspectorships; 
that they would not be prepared to consider a 
woman for part-time work appropriate to Panel 
“ A,” but that they would be willing to receive 
any recommendations submitted by a_ super- 
intending officer for the inclusion of a suitably 
qualified woman practitioner in Panel “ B.” 

The committee feel that the Association, as 
a national body, cannot agree to any differentia- 
tion which would in any way automatically 
restrict the activities of women graduates, and 
the Ministry has been informed of this view. 


The Prestpent said that he took it that all 
the members had read that further report from 
the Consultative Committee and accordingly 
he moved that it be received and adopted by 
the Council. 

Mr. Beckett seconded the motion, adding, 
amid applause, that he was sure that the Coun- 
cil would welcome that opportunity of thanking 
the President and members of the Consultative 
Committee for the further work that they had 
done on behalf of the Association in connection 
with the reorganisation of the veterinary 
service. 

The motion was carried without discussion. 


Advisory Committee on Poultry Diseases. 

This report, which is reproduced below, had 
been circulated to members, while the following 
resolution in connection therewith stood on the 
agenda paper :—- 

“That suitable letters, urging action on 
the lines advocated by the Committee, 
should be sent to the Minister of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries, the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, the R.C.V.S., and Veterinary 
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Colleges, and all Divisions of the N.V.MOA." 

‘The report was as follows :— 

The N.V.M.A. Advisory Committee on Poultry 
Diseases has considered the report of the Poultry 
Technical Committee of January 12th, 1938, and 
was assisted at its meeling by Dr. Tom Hare and 
Messrs. Blakemore and Blount. The committee 
feel gratified that the evidence prepared by the 
committee and approved by the Council was well 
received by the Poultry Technical Committee 
and further that the oral evidence given by 
the Chairman (Professor T. Dalling), Captain 
J. R. Rider and Mr. J. E. Wilson was much 
appreciated. It is of considerable interest to 
note that in the report the N.V.M.A, is given 
credit for supplying the figure representing the 
annual financial loss to the industry. 

The Advisory Committee desire to draw the 
attention of the Council to the paragraphs con- 
cerning veterinary services recommended by the 
Technical Committee, as follows:— 

75. We recommend, therefore, that a Poultry 
(Stock Improvement) Commission for Great 
Britain should be set up, with the primary 
object of increasing the efficiency of the 
stock distributing industry, and should be 
given statutory powers, inter alia: — 

(a) To define conditions under which 
stock, hatching eggs or day-old chicks 
may or may not be sold; 

(b) to promote or assist education, 
investigation and research aiming at 
improving the quality of supply and 
distribution of the above-mentioned 
stock; 

(c) to promote and assist schemes 
designed to produce’ progeny-tested 
stock of known history and quality; 

(d) to collect monies, by way of fees, 
contributions or State grants, and to 
disburse such sums by way of premiums 
or other forms of assistance as_ the 
Commission might determine. 

78. We recommend also that the Commis- 
sion should be empowered: 

(a) To create such local organisation 
as might be deemed desirable and 
necessary to carry out adequately the 
policy laid down, in the light of local 
conditions; 

(b) to call on the State Veterinary 
Service for assistance of a purely veter- 
inary character and to employ such 
other veterinary assistance as might be 
required; 

(c) to carry out such other duties as 
might appear necessary to securing the 
objects for which it was established; 

(d) to employ administrative, tech- 
nical and clerical staff. 

80. The cost of our proposals can at this 
stage only be a matter of conjecture, since no 
complete information as to the number of 
distributors who would required to 
register, and would be subject to inspection, 
is available; moreover, it would be for the 
Commission to review the position from the 
standpoint of exemptions from registration, 
and to that extent to determine the scope 
of its own inspectorial operations. As a 
tentative estimate we put forward a figure of 
£30,000 per annum as the possible cost of 
the Commission itself, and a further sum of 
like amount as the _ possible cost of its 
inspectorial staff, excluding, of course, such 
State veterinary inspectors as might be con- 
cerned in the scheme. To these figures 
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must be added the cost of part-time 
inspectors, veterinary and husbandry, cost- 
ing perhaps £5,000 a year for each group, 
the former being a temporary charge until 
the State Veterinary Service could assume 
full responsibility for the veterinary inspec- 
tion. There would, however, be some 
receipts from fees to be set off against the 
expenditure items; these might reach, say, 
£5,000 a year. 

85. We contemplate that the Commission 
will build up an inspectorial organisation by 
areas. The inspectors would be well quali- 
fied in poultry husbandry, competent to 
detect external symptoms of ill-health in a 
flock and to judge of the general suitability 
of birds for breeding purposes. They would 
not have specialised veterinary knowledge. 
It would be their business, when visiting 
a registered farm, to decide whether or not 
the flock was being kept under reasonably 
hygienic conditions, whether the breeding 
pens had been adequately culled and 
whether external signs of disease were 
present. If, under the first-named head, 
conditions were ‘wholly bad, the inspector 
would notify the owner that they must be 
improved, under risk of the withdrawal or 
suspension of registration. If the birds in 
the breeding pens included some which were 
clearly unfit for that purpose, the inspector 
would require the owner to have them more 
strictly culled. If there were signs of 
disease, a veterinary inspector would be 
‘alled in, and if, on his report, supported 
by laboratory diagnosis, disease was found 
to be present to such an extent or of such 
a nature as to render the farm unsuitable 
as a distributing centre, its registration for 
that purpose would be at once suspended 
or withdrawn by the Commission. 

87. As regards veterinary inspection, it is 
anticipated that in,course of time this would 
be undertaken entirely by the State Veter- 
inary Service, but a few years must elapse 
before this end is attained. In the meantime, 
the Commission would probably find it 
necessary to establish area panels of prac- 
tising veterinary surgeons with specialised 
knowledge of poultry diseases. The number 
of such men at present is extremely limited, 
and it would be necessary to arrange for 
specialised courses of instruction at one or 
more institutions possessing the necessary 
facilities. These courses would need to be 
comprehensive in character, and long 
enough to ensure sufficient competence. We 
consider that inasmuch as qualification for 
the panels would certainly lead to a 


considerable demand for the services of the 


veterinary surgeons concerned, for which 
the Commission would pay, there would 
probably be a sufficiency of applicants for 
the courses, without further inducement. 
122. We consider, also, that poultry-keepers 
should be encouraged to make fuller use of 
the post-mortem facililies provided by the 
veterinary laboratories al veterinary 
research institutes the provincial 
advisory centres. The fact that not infre- 
quently it is impossible to offer helpful 
advice on methods of treatment, owing to 
lack of knowledge concerning a large group 
of poultry ailments, acts not unnaturally as 
a deterrent to the poultry-keeper from incur- 
ring the fees now charged for examining 
careases. This reluctance is unfortunate, not 
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only from the standpoint of the poultry- 
keeper himself, but in limiting the useful- 
ness of the laboratories as a guide to the 
true state of affairs regarding mortality and 
as providing a basis for the planning of 
research. We recommend that the question 
of substantially reducing the fees charged 
for posl-mortem examinations should be 
sympathetically considered by the authori- 
ties concerned. 

The N.YV.M.A. has already taken action in 
connection with veterinary representation on the 
proposed Poultry (Stock Improvement) Commis- 
sion which the Poultry Technical Committee 
suggest should be set up. 

After full discussion it was unanimously agreed 
to forward the following three resolutions from 
the Advisory Committee to the Council for 
consideration and action, 


To be sent to the Minister of Agriculture and. 
Fisheries and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
(1) * The N.V.M.A, has fully and carefully 
studied the * Report of the Poultry Technical 
Committee for Great Britain (1938). Upon 
the assumption that Poultry (Stock 
Improvement) Commission will be estab- 
lished with power to ‘build an 
inspectorial organisation by areas,’ the 
N.V.M.A. is very strongly of opinion (1) that 
the inspectorial organisation of each area 
should be in the charge of a_ full-time 
veterinary officer for the inspection” of 
poultry in health and disease, (2) that each 
area veterinary oflicer should have under 
his direction (a) a panel of veterinary 
practitioners (part-time), and (b) a staff of 
full-time lay poultry inspectors, well 
qualified in poultry husbandry’ (e.g., of the 
standard of county poultry instructors). 

“The Association desires also to draw the 
attention of the Ministers concerned to the 
desirability of full use being made of the 
existing laboratories including privately- 
owned laboratories under veterinary super- 
vision which specialise in poultry disease 
work connection with post-mortem 
examinations and the various biological and 
other tests appertaining to the control of 
poultry disease. 

“The Association hopes that it will be 
invited to nominate one or more of its 
members to serve on the proposed Poultry 
(Stock Improvement) Commission and = on 
each of the proposed Advisory Councils (for 
England and Wales, and for Scotland), 

“The Association would greatly appreciate 
the opportunity of discussing its views on 
these subjects with the respective Ministers 
or their representatives.” 

To be sent to the R.C.V.S. and Velerinary Colleges 

(2) “ The N.V.M.A. is concerned regarding 
the present position of education of the 
veterinary profession in poultry husbandry 
and disease control. The Poultry Technical 
Committee for Great Britain in its recently 
published report recommends the employ- 
ment of members’ of the veterinary 
profession especially practising veterinary 
surgeons with specialised knowledge of 
poultry diseases, but states that the number 
of such men at present is extremely limited. 
The N.V.M.A. would urge immediate action 
by the R.C.V.S. and veterinary colleges to 
ensure that veterinary practitioners and 
recently qualified veterinary surgeons are 
given the opportunity of acquiring the 


556 No. 19. VoL, 50. 


necessary training in poultry husbandry and 
disease control to enable them to carry out 
the duties visualised by the Poultry Tech- 
nical Committee. For practitioners, short 
courses, comprehensive in character and for 
recently qualified veterinary — surgeons, 
special post-graduate courses of at least three 
months duration, are suggested. It is further 
suggested that in arranging such short and 
post-graduate courses consideration should 
be given to the use of institutions at which 
instruction in poultry husbandry, etc., is 
carried out at present, 

“The Association hopes that, in view of 
the vital importance in the future to the 
poultry industry of a thoroughly efficient 
veterinary service, still further attention will 
be devoted to the training of veterinary 
students in poultry subjects.” 

For action by the N.V.M.A., 

(3) “A circular letter should be sent by 
the N.V.M.A. to all Divisions of the Associa- 
tion drawing attention to the report of the 
Poultry Technical Committee and the recom- 
mendation that panel practising 
veterinary surgeons is to be used. Divisions 
should be advised to take steps to ensure 
that short courses in poultry husbandry and 
disease control are made available to veter- 
inary practitioners and others at centres in 
the district, eg. at veterinary colleges, 
institutions and laboratories, where poultry 
work is normally carried out, ete. The 
committee is of opinion that the matter is 
urgent and that the institution of courses 
should not be delayed.” 

With regard to the Handbook on Poultry 
Diseases published by the committee last year, 
it is recommended to the Council that veterinary 
students be allowed to purchase the Handbook 
at a cost of 2s. 6d. and that a notice to this 
effect be sent to veterinary colleges. 1 

It is proposed to add to the booklet this year 
a section dealing with spirochaetosis and_ tick 
infections in poultry. 

Dr. Woo.tprince, in moving the adoption of 
the report and the resolution, said that these 
showed that the Committee had gone very thor- 
oughly into the matter, and he hoped that they 
would be encouraged to go forward in the way 
suggested. 

Dr, Hare, seconding the motion, observed that 
he would like to make a few remarks. Fitst, 
he would like the proposer to include in his 
motion an expression of appreciation of Profes- 
sor Dalling’s work in codifying the opinions 
expressed by the members of the Committee, 
and in drawing up the report. He personally 
felt that they owed Professor Dalling a deep 
debt of gratitude for it. (Hear, hear.) The 
second point he would like to make was that he 
would urge members to give their most earnest 
attention to the report. Some members of 
Council might feel unfamiliar with poultry dis- 
eases, but the report had a political aspect of 
great importance, to which every member of 
the Council should give serious attention, The 
Poultry Technical Committee had advised the 
establishment of a Poultry Commission which 
should build up an inspectorial organisation by 
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areas throughout this country for the contro! 
of poultry disease. The Commission’s report 
recommended that part of this inspectorial work 
should comprise the general ipspection of poul- 
try in health and disease by a lay staff. The 
N.V.M.A. Advisory Committee had taken ex- 
ception to that; they thought that the whole 
inspectorial organisation should be under veter- 
inary control. He was afraid it was on that 
main principle that they were likely to en- 
counter a considerable amount of opposition 
from the various interests in the poultry in- 
dustry. He personally anticipated a very stern 
fight on that first fundamental principle. 

The Council might also encounter difficulties 
over the recommendation that members of the 
profession should be invited to serve on the 
Commission and on the Advisory Councils to 
be set up in England and Wales, and Scotland. 

The other point about recommendations to 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and 
the Veterinary Colleges might require further 
consideration by Council. Personally, he 
thought it was time that the training of veter- 
inary students in the practical aspect of poultry 
husbandry as well as in poultry diseases should 
be considerably improved if they, as a profes- 
sion, were to take their rightful position in this 
work. Actually the members, veterinary and 
lay, of the Poultry Technical Committee re- 
garded the veterinary profession as being in- 
adequately equipped for taking over in- 
spectorial work, 

The PRESIDENT observed that Dr. Hare had 
quite properly emphasised to the Council mat- 
ters which were considered and lines which 
were agreed on by the Association’s own Poul- 
try Committee. He now put it to them that 
that report from the Special Advisory Commit- 
tee on Poultry Diseases be adopted, together 
with the resolution. 

The report and resolution were carried with- 
out further discussion. 


Advisory Committee on Biological Products. 

This report was read by the SECRETARY us 
follows :— 

Since its formation the committee has met on 
two occasions. A_ list of the various biological 
products procurable in this country for use in 
connection with animal diseases has been 
prepared and considered by the committee. The 
committee has reached the stage of considering 
the standardisation of biological products and 
will in due course make recommendations to the 
Council concerning methods which may _ be 
adopted. The committee would point out at this 
stage that it does not appear to be a difficult 
matter to standardise biological products used 
in the preventive and curative treatment of some 
dliseases but there may be some difficulty in 
suggesting methods concerning others. 

The report was received and adopted, the 
PRESIDENT stating that it was but a brief one 
and gave the Council little indication of the 
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tremendous amount of work already accom- 
plished by the Committee. 


Report from the Provisional Committee. 


The next business before the Council was to 
receive the following progress report from the 
Provisional Committee of the Glasgow Congress, 
N.V.M.A. This report, which was supplied by 
Mr. Alex. Thomson, the Local Secretary of the 
Provisional Committee, was read = by the 
SECRETARY ais follows :— 

Following the last meeting of the Provisional 
Committee, held in the Glasgow’ Veterinary 
College on March 4th, 1938, the completed 
programme of the Congress was printed in the 
Veterinary Record. 

The Governors of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College have been pleased to accord the use of 
the College buildings for the purpose of_ the 
demonstrations and, in addition, to provide light 
refreshments. The Chairman and at least one 
other of the Governors will be present to extend 
a welcome to the Association, 

We feel that we are fortunate in having secured 
Professor Udall, of America, to give a paper on 
Mastitis, and Professor Hindle, of Glasgow 
University, a paper on Virus Diseases. 

Arrangements for the various outings and 
social gatherings are now complete. It is unfor- 
tunate that the guest of honour whom we 
proposed, Mr. Walter Elliot, Secretary of State 
for Scotland, will be unable to be present. The 
committee will give this matter their attention 
at an early date. 

A suggestion for a guest of honour having 
been put forward by a member of Council, the 
PRESIDENT Observed that this suggestion would 
be borne in mind, but that he had a number to 
put before the Provisional Committee. 

DALRYMPLE-CHAMPNEYS PRIZE, 19388 

The PresipEnt said that, with regard to the 
receipt of nominations for the award of the 
Dalrymple-Champneys prize for the current 
vear, several nominations in writing had al- 
ready been received. Were there any others? 

There being no response, the President stated 
that the Council had now to elect a Committee 
to consider and report on the nominations. 

The Secretary informed the Council that the 
Committee fulfilling this function in connection 
with the 1937 award consisted of the President, 
Professor Wooldridge, Professor Dalling, and 
Sir Weldon Dalrymple-Champneys. 

This Committee was re-elected to serve, to 
consider and report on the nominations for this 
year’s award. 


DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 


The Secretary having reminded the Council 
of the minuted decision that it should meet once 
yearly in Edinburgh, it was agreed, on the pro- 
position of Mr. STEELE BopcErR, seconded by 
Professor MiTrcHELL, that the next meeting 
should be held there, the actual date to be left 
in the hands of the officers of the Association. 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest 
for inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


May 9th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.LA., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

May 16th.—R.C.V.S. Examination in Animal 
Management begins. 

May 19th.—R.C.V.S. Annual Report and voting 

papers issued. 

May 26th.—Last day for return of voting 
papers, R.C.V.S. Council election. 

June 2nd.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 
Election of Council. 

June 2nd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Luncheon. 

June 9th & 10th.—D.V.S.M. written examination. 

June 13th.—D.V.S.M. oral examinations begin. 

June 22nd & 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meet- 


ings. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

June 80th & July 1lst.—R.C.V.S. written examin- 
ations. 


Aug. 21st-25th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Ziirich. 

Aug. 26th-27th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Interlaken. 

Sept. 5th-9th.—Annual Congress, N.V.M.A., at 


Glasgow. 
a 


* 


N.V.M.A. CONGRESS: 

MEETING OF OVERSEAS MEMBERS 

An informal meeting of overseas members is 
being arranged to take place during the 
N.V.M.A. Congress to be held in Glasgow from 
September 5th to 9th. Members from overseas 
who will be present at the Congress and who 
would like to take part in this meeting are 
requested to notify the General Secretary, 
N.V.M.A., 36, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. 


THE EXHIBITION OPENS 


In Bellahouston Park, Glasgow, on the morn- 
ing of Tuesday last, the King, accompanied by 
the Queen, opened the great Empire Exhibition. 
The immense variety of international attrac- 
tions afforded by the Exhibition, which is 
worthy to rank amongst the most ambitious 
and impressive spectacles of its kind in history, 
should provide an immense stimulus to the 
attendance at the N.V.M.A. Congress, to be held 
in the Concert Hall of the Exhibition from 
September 5th to 9th. 


— 


There being no other business, the quarterly 
meeting of Council concluded with the passing 
of a cordial vote of thanks to the President for 
his conduct of the proceedings. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


ANNUAL LUNCHEON 


A luncheon has been arranged for the day of 
the annual general meeting, namely, June 2nd. 
It will be held at the Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen Street, W.C.2, at 1.15 p.m. and the price 
of the tickets will be 6s. A number of official 
guests have been invited and it is hoped that 
Inany members will attend the luncheon and 
bring their own guests, ladies or gentlemen. 
Tickets can be obtained of the Secretary, 
R.CLVLS. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The annual general meeting will be held at 
12 noon, June 2nd, and one of the most interest- 
ing items on the agenda is the presentation to 
Mr. Wm. Woods of the John Henry Steel 
Memorial Gold Medal. Mr. Woods has served 
the College in the capacity of an Examiner for 
the record period of 47 years. Many members, 
we feel sure, will wish to attend the annual 
meeting for the purpose of doing honour to 
Mr. Woods. 


MEMBERS’ ADDRESSES 


The Registrar of the R.C.V.S. desires the help 
of members in discovering the present addresses 
of the following, letters sent to them having 
been returned undelivered by the Post Office :— 

Cawdle, W. E., Newton Abbot, Devon; Graham, 
J., London; Hargreaves, Mrs. J. C. V., London; 
Hind, J. H., Skegness, Lincs.; Ww. 
East “Moseley, Surrey; Malone, J Peterborough; 
Porter, ©. “H., Crediton, Devon, and Savage, 
M. de G., Oxford. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Witkinson, David Eric, Oakwood, Chigwell, 
Essex. Graduated London, July 13th, 1928. Died 
April 25th, 1938; aged 63 years, 


The late Mr. Wilkinson practised without 
qualification for many years, and it is greatly 
to his credit that at an advanced age in life 
for such an undertaking—-over 50 years—-he 
took the veterinary course at the London College 
and secured his diploma. He was a_ very 
progressive practitioner and a skilful surgeon, 
becoming a valued member of the Central 
Division, NVM. 

At the interment, which took place on Friday 
of last week, the President of the Central 
Veterinary Society, Dr. J. MeCunn, with Mr. J. 
Davies, of West Ham, represented the Society, 
his membership of which body Mr, Wilkinson 
recently resigned on account of ill health. 

Mr. Wilkinson was twice married, his widow 
being the daughter of the late Colonel Bianchi, 
of Wanstead, and he leaves two daughters. A 
brother is Mr. Stephen Wilkinson, county 
architect for Lancashire. 
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GENERAL OBITUARY 
Mr. Basin YOUNG 


We have been notified by a member of the 
profession in South Africa of the death of Mr. 
Basil Young, veterinary surgeon, of Johannes- 
burg, who passed away on April 17th, 1938, at 
the age of 63 years. 

Our correspondent writes: “ Basil Young will 
be remembered by many of the R.V.C, students 
at Camden Town during the middle nineties. 
He did not complete his veterinary course, the 
Anglo-Boer War broke out, and his adventurous 
nature induced him to join the Yeomanry and 
so he came to South Africa as a trooper. After 
his term of enlistment expired he returned to 
England but only stayed about a month and 
joined another unit for South Africa and so 
continued his military service until the peace 
was signed. For some time he was on a stud 
farm; eventually he practised in Germiston and 
afterwards in Johannesburg, where he_ died 
suddenly from heart failure, 

“ Basil Young was buried on the 19th, mourned 
and grieved for by a _ host of friends and 
admirers, for he was a very likeable man, a 
man of infinite jest, an entertaining raconteur, a 
brilliant horseman, and quite above the average 
as an exponent of the fistic art. He was respected 
and admired by all his professional brethren—a 
man who always conducted his duties in a 
manner suited to the profession. Although not 
a qualified man, he was one of the very few 
registered under ‘the Union Veterinary Act passed 
some five years ago. 

The following members of the profession were 
at the grave-side: Mr. James Chalmers, M.R.C.V.S., 
Miss Datnow, M.R.c.v.s., Mr. Ben Runciman, 
M.R.C.V.S.,, and Mr. James Walker, M.R.C.Vv.s. 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE: HEADS OF 
DIVISIONS 


Following upon our notice, in last week’s issue, 
of the changes which have recently been 
announced from the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, it may interest some of our readers 
to have the complete list of individuals now 
responsible for the different Divisions at the 
Ministry. The list is as follows:— 

Animal Health Division, Mr. C. Nathan. 

Fisheries Division, Mr. A. T. A, Dobson, C.v.0o., 
C.B.E, 

Land Division, Mr. E. L. Mitchell, c.B.£, 

Education and Research Division, Mr. V. E. 
Wilkins, 0.B.E. 

Land Drainage Division, Mr. D. B. Toye, 0.B.E. 

Livestock and Publications Division, Mr. Wynn 
Thomas, 0.B.E. 

Commercial Division, Mr. A. R. Manktelow. 

Markets Division II, Mr. H. J. Johns, M.B.£. 

The Permanent Secretary will take charge of 
the following Divisions: Fisheries, Welsh Depart- 
ment, Establishment, Finance, Animal Health, 
Land, Land Drainage, Educational and Research, 
Livestock and Publications, and Economics 
Intelligence. 

The Second Secretary will take charge of the 
following Divisions: Trade Relations and Statis- 
tics, Markets I, Markets Il and Commercial. 

Over £1,000 in prize money and over 40 gold 
and silver cups and other trophies are being 
offered at the Richmond Royal Horse Show. 
which this year is being held on June 9th, 10th 
and 11th. The number of classes is 54 which is 
ten more than the average of recent years, 
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STOCK IMPORTS FROM CANADA 

“Few people, perhaps, realise the importance 
of present-day imports of livestock to. this 
country from Canada,” observes the North British 
Agriculturist. “ For example, last year 287 horses 
were taken from Canada to this country, of which 
247 were work horses, the others being hunters. 
Again, there would appear to be in this country 
a considerable fancy for milk cows from the 
Canadian Dominion. These Canadian milk cows 
seem to thrive on British pastures and = are 
evidently increasing in favour. The importation 
of these dairy cows to the United Kingdom 
commenced in 1933, and since then the importa- 
tions have been 513 in 1933, 2,143 in 1934, 293 
in 1935, 654 in 1936, and 810 in 1937. Of the 
number imported last year 704 were Friesians, 
and 106 Ayrshires. Ayrshires, by the way, have 
highly reputable milking records in Canada. The 
landings at Glasgow last year were 603 head and 
207 head at Cardiff. Apart from dairy stock, 
Canada continues to send into this country quite 
a considerable number of commercial cattle 
which are well looked after by feeders.” 

* * 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been published 
recently. Copies can be purchased through any 


bookseller, or directly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and _ 28, 


Abingdon Street, S.W.1: Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. 

Price’ Post 


net free 
& 
HEALTH, MINISTRY OF: 

Public Health and Medical 
Subjects. Report 82. A 
Report on an Outbreak of 
Food Poisoning to 
Salmonella, Type ‘“ Dublin,” 
and Conveyed by Raw Milk. 

(By E. T. Conybeare, B.Sc., 

M.D., M.R.C.P., and L. H. D. 

Thornton, M.A.,  M.R.C.S., 

p.P.H.) March, 1938 (32-9999) 0 2 0 23 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, 

MINISTRY OF: 

Diseases of Animals Acts and 
Orders and the Agriculture 
Act, 1937 (Part IV); Com- 
panion to Handbook (24-140) 

Diseases of Animals Acts and 
Orders, Agriculture Act, 1937 
(Part IV), Milk and Dairies 
Acts and Orders; Short 
Guide to the Powers and 
Duties of Local Authorities 
(24-9999) 0 3 #O 33 

STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS, 
1938: 

165. Animal. Diseases’ of 
Animals. The Tuberculosis 
Order, dated March 1st,1938 0 3 0 3: 

272. Animal. Diseases of 
Animals. The Importation of 
Horses, Asses and Mules 
(Great Britain) Order, dated 
March 29th, 1938 

* 


According to the National Institute of Agricul- 
iure (Rome) losses of nearly £20,000,000 have 
been caused by foot-and-mouth disease in 
Western Europe in the past six months. 


0 2 0 23 
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Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


BLOOD TESTING FOR ABORTUS INFECTION 

To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I have read with considerable interest 
the letters appearing in recent issues of the 
Veterinary Record on the above subject. 

It is to be doubted whether the majority of 
velerinary surgeons would be able to collect 
samples of blood with the speed recorded by — 
Mr. J. F. D. Tutt. 

I venture to draw attention to another method 
of collecting blood for the agglutination test 
which, although perhaps not as rapid as that 
adopted by others, possesses certain advantages 
which render it more simple and more accurate 
than the other methods. It is particularly use- 
ful when there is likely to be any delay between 
the taking of the sample and its delivery at the 
laboratory, in that it obviates the danger of 
haemolysis and decomposition of the blood, 
which so often renders the agglutination test 
inaccurate. 

This method was described by me in the 
Journal of Comparative Pathology and Thera- 
peulics, Vol. 28, December, 1915, and consists of 
the collection of blood from the ear cut as for 
the preparation of a blood smear, in a pipette 
containing a special solution which preserves the 
serum indefinitely without in any way interfer- 
ing with the agglutination reaction. The collec- 
tion of the blood in this manner is so simple 
that the stock-owner himself can carry it out: 
in fact, this has been done in Southern Rhodesia 
for the past 20 years, both during the time when 
I was Director of Veterinary Research and since 
my retirement. Mr. D. A. Lawrence, B.V.Sc., 
permits me to say that since he succeeded me 
as Director he has continued to adopt this 
method and during the past seven years, to date, 
he had_ successfully tested 4,851 samples sub- 
mitted by cattle inspectors, laymen and others. 

It occurs to me that this method may be of 
use to the State Veterinary Service in its cam- 
paign against contagious abortion. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Lu. E, W. BEVAN. 

P.O. Box 675, 

Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia. 

March 28th, 1938. 

DOCKING OF THE HORSE’S TAIL 
To THE EpITroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—May I crave space to reply to the truly 
amazing letter written by Mr. Campbell express- 
ing his views on the docking of the horse’s tail. 
Will he be so kind as to state the authority for 
his assertion that “the docked horse works 
sharper and cooler, keeps fit for his work on 
less food, is less subject to colic and lung 
diseases, etc., ete.” 

Having been docked a couple of fingers in the 
late War, I regret to have to state that I am 
no sharper wilted than before, nor can IT work 
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harder on less food, and in fact I cannot see ' She has driven four-in-hand, unicorn, three 
any sense in his argument. ; abreast, tandem, pair and single, at shows and 
While the docking operation itself may be otherwise without a single accident. She says 


completely painless, | consider that the passing 
of the Docking Bill will be of the greatest benefit 
to our equine friends, and one has only to watch 
the behaviour of docked and undocked horses 
out at grass in the summer to be converted. 

I hope Mr, Campbell will forgive me when | 
suggest that ‘perhaps his letter was not written 
in all seriousness. 

Yours faithfully, 
F. Beckerr. 

Berkeley Lodge, 

Blandford, 
Dorset. 
May 1st, 1938. 


To THE OF THE VETERINARY 


Sir,—As Mr. Campbell's letter was the only one 
to appear in your columns on this subject last 
week, it seems that I was not far wrong in 
surmising that, with a majority of the profession, 
silence has given consent to the eventual passing 
of the Docking Bill. 

[ am afraid that his arguments will not carry 
him very far. He makes a string of startling 


that one of the worst accidents she ever saw w ith 
horses was when the reins got under the short 
dock of a mare driven one of three abreast in 
a char-a-banc, and adds that the very length of 
the natural tail would have prevented such a 
thing from happening. 

I believe the late Captain Hayes, whom IT had 
the pleasure of knowing and w ho was one of the 
greatest horsemen in the world, was entirely 
opposed to docking. I also learn that there are, 
or were, 12,000 milk delivering horses in New 
York City not one of which is docked. 

Lam still unconvinced that docking is justified. 
With most members of the profession | think il 
is a case of “my poverty but not my will con- 
sents” to the operation, 

Yours faithfully, 
R. GLAVE 

Litthe Haccombe, 


cel 


Ey 
May 19 38. 
* * 


a CORRECTION 
To THE EprrorR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


statements which would be very difficult to prove Sir, —I wish to correct a statement about bone 
and which strike me as entirely unscientific and tissue in lungs, made in my paper on “ Some 
illogical. For instance, I, for one, would dispute Diseases of Silver Foxes,” published in- the 
entirely his contentions that: (1) The docked Velerinary Record, on April 23rd, 1938. | 
horse works “ sharper and cooler” (1 am_ not unfortunately misunderstood a_ reference to 


quite sure of the exact meaning of this expres- 
sion); (2) he keeps fit for his work on less food; 
(3) he is less subject to colic and lung diseases. 
and (4) he does not suffer so much from lice 
and other skin troubles. 

A lady in my district who has been breeding 
and training horses all her life tells me that she 
always finds that undocked horses, either at 
pasture or stabled, were the easiest to get fit for 
hunting, wurking, show or military purposes. 


Diseases of 


Professor Turnbull made by Mr. Hole in a private 
letter to me. Professor Turnbull made no report 
on the lung lesions in question and did nol 
make the remarks attributed to him in my paper. 
Yours faithfully, 
C. WATKINS. 
Seale-Hayne Agricultural College, 
Newton Abbot, 
Devon. 
May 2nd, 1938. 


Animals Acts 


SUMMARY OF S 
| Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic § Sheep Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab Fever. 
f Animals Out- 
slaugh- breaks 
Out- Out- tered as reported Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased by the} Animals| breaks breaks  slaugh- 
attacked.| con- or ex- Local |attacked.| con- con- tered. 
firmed. firmed. posed to Authori- firmed. firmed. 
infection. ties. 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Period Ist to 15th April, 1938 54 59 28 2 866 4 9 4 21 15 
Corresponding period in 
1937 we 40 44 5 6 18 48 23 
1936 eee “as one 29 34 —- — 6 9 5 93 40 
1935 wed ade 9 2 2164 | 5 || 85 51 
| 
Total Ist January to 15th : 
April, 1938 kan ee 313 329 | 141 17,878 39 62 87 117 56 
Corresponding period in 
19% eee wee hes 218 249 3 262 62 94 109 359 202 
1936 aie wes ae 182 221 4 379 55 176 |} 125 645 444 
130 143° | 6,846 57 83 167 | 494 
Nots.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. § Excluding outbreaks in Army Whiten. 


